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money were to b e ra ised and applied to healthcare costs that
came into be ing as a resu lt of smoking cigarettes and using
tobacco products, that's one thing. This money is l ike a
t reasure - t r o v e and i t ' s bei n g u s e d f o r a l l k i nds of t hi n g s t ha t
have no relationship whatsoever to health, have no relationship
whatsoever to the ccemon good; that means, the good of the
citizens throughout this state at large. So what is to be done
on this amendment'P I know what you' re going to do. You' re
going to vote it down. I'm not go ing to l ose sleep over
anything you do on this bill at this stage. I can reel it in on
S elect Fi l e . I don ' t be l i eve i t has 33 vot e s . And i f you kee p
crossing me like you' re doing here and you' re telling me t hat
n ot eve r y th i n g i s on t he t ab l e , I have t o t el l you t hat I don ' t
like being fibbed to, and I think people have been telling some
f ibs. They' ve been saying things that are not true. B u t
because I give people the benefit of the doubt and I h ad no
reason, other than 12 or 13 or 14 or 15, to believe that they
don't tell the truth, I accepted what they were saying as the
truth; that everything is on the table, meaning that while we
have to engage in cuts here, there, and everywhere and con sider
raising revenue, there can be n o sacred cows, none of those
items which will be deemed untouchable. But they are out there,
and by 'they,' I mean some untouchable items. And I'm calling
atten t i o n t o some of t hem by a f f i r mat i ve vo t es of t he
Legis l a t u r e . I ' m n ot goi n g t o wi t hd r a w any o f t hes e . I want
everybody on record so that when we get to the point of talking
about the budget bill my long memory is going to come into play,
and it doesn't have to be too long because we only have about a
month of legislative days left. N y colleagues have a way of
falling into the doldrums. If it's an issue in which they are
not tremendously interested or involved, they don't see it as
having any relationship to things that they will be e xcited
about , t hat t hey w i l l be i nvo l v e d i n . But agai n , I l ook at t he
whole session as one entity. All things have some degree of
relationship to other things. As you vote and show me that not
everyth in g i s on t he t ab l e , you ' r e f r eei ng me f r om a
sel f - i mposed ob l i gat i on t ha t I had ass umed, wh ic h was g o i n g t o
cause me to vote for some things that...

SPEAKER BRONN: One minute.

4762


