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Thompson.

SENATOR THOMPSON: Thank you , Mist er.. . t h an k y ou , Se n a t o r
C hambers, Nr. Speaker. I just want to make a clarification fo r
you. If you choos e to support Senator Chambers' amendment,
which I ' v e dec i de d t o suppor t , i t wi l l g i v e , i ns t e ad o f
take . . .you w ill take M IR F, b ut then we wou ld ha v e the
opportun i t y t o r e s t o r e t he m o ney t o t he c i t i e s ' a i d f u n d , a nd
the di f f e r e n c e wi l l be t ha t i f t he c i t i e s ge t t he a i d f und t hey
can use it for a variety of purposes. It's kind of one of those
funds t ha t th ey cou l d us e f or sal a r y , th ey c ou l d use f or
purchases of equipment for whatever their city needs are. N IRF
is restricted to infrastructure funding, so they may b e fixing
u p a bu i l d i ng wi t h i t or t hey m a y c h o ose t o d o s ome t yp e o f
thing that gets to other issues in the city , but it 's a
restricted fund . The Appropriations C ommittee di d ma ke a
decision. It was the last minute the last day and a pretty good
argument was made for us that o ne cit y nee ded...had p ledged
their NIRF money and need...would have to send a letter to their
bonding authority if they didn' t...if we didn't reverse that, so
that we ke pt the money in the NIRP fund and not in...and not
make this decision as we did to lower the money in the aid fund.
It was a decision we made at the last minute. You can debate it
now, you can debate it on the next round, you can debate i t on
the budget bill. But your issue for you, I believe, is do you
want to keep it in the restricted fund to help a particular city
w ith an issue, or do you want to put it in the funds t hat you r
cities can use for any purpose that they need? And I just
wanted t o ad d t h a t t o t he d i scu s si o n . Th i s b i l l h a s a l o ng way
to g o s o i f t h i s b i l l d oe s n ' t . . . i f i t d o e sn ' t g o o n h e r e , y o u ' l l
h ave t h e same op p o r t u n i t y t o d i s cu ss i t o n t h e b u dg et b i l l .
T hank y o u .

SPEAKER BRONN: Senat or Chambers, you have 2 m inu t es an d 20
seconds l e f t .

SENATOR CHANBERS: Thank you . Member s of the Legislature,
Senator T h ompson was r i g h t on t i m e i n t e rms of t he amou nt of
time she took , because I had use d at least a half a minute
int r oduc ing he r . Th i s ame n dment t h a t I ' m o f f e r i ng i s a good
amendment for a n umber of reasons and I don't have time to go
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