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e i t he r w a y, wh e t h e r we t a ke i t f r om t h e a i d t o mu n i c i p a l i t i e s ,
which goes ba ck to the personal property tax days of 1970s, or
i f w e r e m ov e $ 3 m i l l i o n f r om MI RF , e i t h e r way i t d oe s a d d
$6 million, $3 million each year , to our Ge neral Fund
avai l a b i l i t y . So t h a t i s t h e i n t en t o f wha t we d i d i n o u r
committee. It' s what Senator Chambers is doing, but recognize
that if this would happen to pass then it would all...there is
also a $3 m i l l i on l ess i n t he m u n i c i p a li t i es . I f you ha v e y o u r
book u p h e r e , The Le i s l a t o r ' s Gu i de , on p ag e 12 - 5 a n d 1 2 - 7 i t
g ives t h e h i s t o r y o w a t we ' v e o ne t o MI RF . We ' v e c ut t h a t i n
half in the last three years, and the municipality aid fund has
been cut from 17 to 13 million this year . We took anot her
10 percent o f tha t this year. Then we took another $3 n 'llion
from that this year. So rou gh num bers wo uld s ay tha t the
munic i p a l a i d n ow h a s g on e f r om 1 7 d o w n t o 1 0 mi l l i o n . Th a t ' s
r ough. I' ll have those numbers next week. But we hav e
sign i f i c a n t l y re du ce d ai d t o count i es , a i d t o c i t i es i n t he
coming. . . u pcoming budget , w h i c h y ou ' l l se e . But t o r ei t er a t e
here, I'm going to oppose Senator Chambers' amendment at this
t ime. Perhaps the time will come in another couple weeks th a t
t he N I RF i s t h e c o r r e c t p l a ce t o go . I ' m r e l u c t a n t t o d o i t
t oday u n t i l I f u l l y u n de r s t a n d t h e r ami f i c a t i o n s . Th a nk y o u .

SPEAKER BRONN : Thank you , Sen ator We hrbein.
introduced.) Senator Thompson, excuse me.

SENATOR THOMPSON: Thank you, Nr. Speaker. Members of the body,
I do n ' t wa nt t o l ab o r t h i s . I ha d my l i g h t o n b e c au s e I h a d t h e
NIRF bills, th e last two, the special session and the regular
sess i on , a nd I t h i n k i t ' s b e en ad e q u a te l y e x p l a i n e d b ut I wa n t
to just give you a little history of MIRF. It was created in
1989 and the funds are allocated to the muni cipalities o n a
per capita basis, an d it can be used for infrastructure only.
The b i l l t h a t wa s h e a r d b y t h e Ap p r o p r i a t i o n s Commi t t e e
e l imina te d t he f undi ng and t he f undi ng sou r ce was a l r ea d y
scheduled to sunset in 2008-09. The . . . I t h i n k Se n a t o r We h r b e i n
menti o n ed , a n d I ' m n o t g o i n g t o g o b a c k o v e r t h i s , t h a t t he r e
has been a decrease in the funds over the years, but we would be
in a position where we would probably be able to save around
$ 3 mi l l i o n by e l i mi na t i n g MI RF . Th i s b i l l c ame o u t o f t h e
Revenue Committee in the special session and it's already...and
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