
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

LB 759Apri l 22 , 2 0 03

SENATOR JANSSEN: .. .all of them this year. But in t he sec ond
h alf , may b e we can . Bu t I am i n supp o r t o f t he un d e r l y i n g
div i s i o n o f t he q u e s t i o n a n d I am r e l u c t a n t l y go i ng t o oppose
Senator Chambers' amendment because the Appropriations Committee
has taken this into consideration. Thank you.

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Janssen. Senator Maxwell.

SENATOR MAXWELL: Thank you, Mr. President. First, I want to
thank S e n a t o r C u d a b ac k f o r r a i s i ng m y sc ho o l f i n a n c e pr o po s a l t o
t he level of a bill. (Laughter) L et's just run it through t h e
Referencing Committee an d ge t it out here. Ac tua lly, in all
serious, Senator Cudaback, you are right, this is one of the big
ones. In fact, I' ll take it a step further and say th e bud get
d ebate r eal l y begi ns r i gh t he r e t od a y w i t h t hi s b i l l , t he nex t
one on schoo l a i d , a n d I wel c ome i t . Quite f r an k l y , i t ' s t i me
t o ge t t o t he ma i n e ve n t . Reg a r d i ng LB 7 5 9 , I r i se i n su p p o r t
o f t h e c o ncept o f br o a d en ing t h e s a l e s t a x b a s e . I don ' t hav e a
speci f i c s t at e ment o n S ena to r C hambers ' a mendment . I ' m g o i n g t o
take my chance to speak now because if I d on't we m ay go to
lunch before another opportunity comes up. S enator Brashear
knows tha t I sup p or t t he conc e p t o f r ai s i ng . . . br o a den in g t he
sales t ax base . I ' ve suppor t e d pr ev i o u s ver s i o n s of t he
people ' s p l a n. Even t he f u c h s i a , w h i c h was a l i t t l e har d o n t he
eyes, I su p p o r t e d t h a t on e . I went a st ep f u r t h e r t h i s yea r . I
t es t i f i ed i n t he Rev e n u e C o m n i t t e e h e a r i ng i n f a v o r o f Sen a t o r
R edfie l d ' s b i l l t hat wo u l d b r o a den t h e s a l e s t a x b a s e t o i nc l ud e
v i r t u a l l y ever y t hi ng exce p t f o o d a n d medi c i ne . I t es t i f i ed i n
support of her bill for a couple of reasons. One is that I, of
course, was also looking for some more state revenue to change
t he way we do s c hoo l f i na n ce . Bu t ano t h e r r ea so n w as I st i l l
haven't heard a good answer to Senator Aguilar's question that
he has asked in several different ways: hey, wait a minute, if
we' re going to start broadening the sales tax base then why are
you going t o t ax m y c l e a n i n g b u s i n ess bu t n o t , f or i ns t an ce , t he
law business or some of these other businesses? And I think the
answer he was g i v e n a t t he t i m e was s ometh in g a l ong t he l i nes
o f , we l l , we do n ' t ne e d a s much r e v enue t ha t a t ax on t he l eg a l
profession or some of these other businesses would bring in, so
we d o n ' t need t o go t her e . To me , t hat ' s w e ak , a s a pu b l i c
policy response. I f that's the case, then we ought to t ax
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