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he's already indicated. T hey' re funds that were set up over a
period of time and all o f a sudden they lose their face
somewhere in the process because many of u s do n't recognize
where some of these funds are going. And I think it's good that
this is brought before us during this particular time. I just
wanted t o a l s o w e i g h i n be c a u s e I l i st ene d t o Se na t or Bou r ne
awhile a go and I agr e e wi t h a gr ea t dea l o f wh a t h e sai d . Our
schools are important. And I have said I was one of the dirty
30 who voted for LB 1085 simply because I didn't think we had
much choice. Somehow we had to come up with some money. I~ve
been criticized, as some of us have, but we' re still...we did it
s imply be c a u s e we d i dn ' t know w ha t ot h e r a l t e r na t i v es w e h a d.
And as somebody indicated, it was a rush, rush thing, but that' s
behind us now. We have encouraged, and I'm su re non e ..nobody
would object, w e have encouraged schools and universities and
c ol l e ge s t o be a s e f f i c i e nt a s t he y ca n , and I t h i nk t hey ' v e
taken that seriously and are becoming more and more efficient
with the way they operate. But I have to reiterate, as S enator
Bourne did, that education is the backbone of this state and I
have said on the discussions that I' ve had with people in my
distr i c t t ha t t he on ly t ax i nc r e ase th a t I coul d s u pport w ould
be that would go to education. Now there may be a variance to
that somewhat, but that's my main goal if we' re going to raise
taxes, that we take care of education. We all know that the
K-12 system has taken a serious downturn in the amount of money
that they receive, and any time that we take away money, if
we' re going to ke ep the schools open, it means we' re going to
have local property taxes. And those of you that pay property
tax understand tha t pro perty ta xes have gotten almost
confiscatory in this state already. It was kind of interesting.
I told some of my friends, and I think some of you have heard me
say th is , I ha v e one f a r m t ha t I had la s t year , when I got
through with my r enter and we figured up I owed him $520 for
f arming my p l a ce . That ' s w h a t k i nd o f an i nc ome we go t o f f som e
of the ag land in Nebraska, and yet taxes continue to increase.
I know we have to provide the services are there and, again, the
taxes are going to come from some place. And if we continue to
t ake. . . r e duce our support f r o m the s t a t e l e v e l , i t mea n s l ocal
property taxes are going to go up. There's just no other way
around it. I have listened carefully this morning and will
continue to listen. I do support the first proposal that came
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