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a worse fin ancial si tuation t h an we were t here. A ft e r
our...than we were then. A f ter I made that yes vote on LB 1085,
I s w or e t o my se l f I wo u l d n ever d o t h a t a g a i n . An d , ye t , I 'm
trying to balance what we' re doing in terms of cuts versus what
we might do or pot entially could do in terms of revenue. I
think the Appropriations Coaanittee has done a fantastic job and,
even that, they' ve done incredibly hard work, and yet there' s
stil l a $360 m il l i o n h o l e t o f i l l . And t hat ' s n o t a cr i t i ci s m
a gainst them. They have heard the need. I ' ve b een in thos e
hearings. Peop le come in and they say, what's going to happen
if we make these cuts'? And ye t , you hear the num ber
$360 million and it sounds incredibly large, and it is. I look
at a revenue increase versus the other side of it. What does it
mean to K-12 schools to cut them by...I think t he num ber was
$124 million? What does that mean'? Does that mean kids are
going to be in a class of 40 instead of 30? Or does it m ean a
thousand teachers are going to be let go'? Are schools going to
close? I don't know What does it mean to h ave a 10 percent
cut to t he uni versity o n top of the cuts that were already
there'? I'm not sure. I'm sure it's hundreds of jobs. So what
I ' m trying to balance is Senator Brashear's revenue bill versus
the other side of it. Those cuts that are going to be extremely
painful to all Nebraskans and, in my opinion, education cuts are
the worst of all because the impact or th e e ff ect from tho se
cuts are long lasting. Years and years and years down the road
I believe we' ll feel those effects of those cuts. I suppo rted
Senator Brashear's original c oncept because I felt that there
was enough pain in there to g o ar ound. Ther ~'s a li ttle
property tax inc rease, and yet there's a homestead exemption.
The homestead exemption helps poor people. The property tax
increase obviously impacts m ore aff luent people. Ther e's a
little sales or income tax increase in there. That impacts the
l i t t l e mo r e a f f l u e n t pe o p l e a s we l l . T he r e ' s a l so . . .now t h e r e ' s
an alcoholic beverage tax that tends to impact poor people more,
as does the cigarette tax. So I guess what I'm trying to say is
t hat ev en t hou g h I sa i d , at one t i m e , a f t er t he L B 1 0 8 5 v o t e ,
that I would never vote for another property tax increase, I'm
trying to balance that personal coaanitment I made to myself with
t he devasta t i n g e f f ec t s of s i gni f i ca n t cu t s . And I t hi nk i t was
a mistake for Senator Brashear to divide this out, because I
suppor t e d t h e p a c k a g e c o n c e p t . I t ' s ve r y d i f f i cu l t . I d o n ' t
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