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d iscuss ion o f pr ope r t y t axes a n d p r o p e r t y t ax r e l i ef and w h a t
d irec t i o n we ' r e g o i n g o n t ha t . I t h i nk t hat j us t wh a c k i n g t h i s
at this point, when it's not even a part of this bill but is,
rather, language that happens to have come up coincidentally
because this deals with the cigarette tax, is a mistake in
process and in procedure and will only result in us discussing
t hi s t wo o r t hr ee di f f er e nt t i mes i ns t e a d o f hav i ng one
comprehensive d i s c u s s i o n o n i t at t he t i me t h a t w e d i sc us s s t a t e
a id t o c i t i e s a nd mu n i c i p a l i t i e s an d c ount i e s and o t he r s ,
i nc l u d i n g N RDs an d s m a ll e r sub d i v i s i o n s a t t h e t i me o f t h e
Approp r i a t i o n s Comni t t e e b i l l . So I wo u l d h op e y ou wou l d se e
f i t t o ho l d o f f o n t h i s ame n d ment . Th an k yo u .

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Beutler. Senator Connealy.

SENATOR CONNEALY: Tha nk you, Mr. S peaker. Membe rs, I think
since we ' re hand ling thi s sec tion in the A ppr opriations
Ccemittee , I t h i nk t hat ' s p r o b a b l y t he b e t t e r w a y t o do i t . On
t he u n d e r l y i n g di v i s i on , I t h i nk t hat w e h a v e t a k e n t h e h i t t o
raise these cigarette taxes last year. I think that it would be
wise t o c o n t i n u e a t t hi s l eve l . I was i n sup p or t o f r ai s i ng t he
cigarette taxes last year and I probably would have supported a
l i t t l e hi ghe r r ai se t h a n w e d i d . I ' m not i n sup p or t of r a i s i ng
them pas t t h i s p o i n t n ow . We ' ve t ak e n t h a t s ho c k t o t h e sy s t em.
reduced consumption to youth as much as w e could with that
raise. I do n't think it would be the right signal to go ahead
and lower them again. And so I'm in support of the underlying
division and in o pposition to Senator Chambers' amendment at
t hi s p o i n t .

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Connealy. Senator Bourne.

SENATOR BOURNE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. M embers, well, here we
are. I was one of the, some people have dubbed it, the dirty 30
t hat vo t e d f or t he LB 108 5. Some peo p l e ca l l ed i t t he
scoundrels . I don ' t kn ow . B ut I wa s 1 o f t he 3 0 b e cause I f e l t
that a year ago or whenever it was we did that that we had to do
i t . I f e l t t hat w e h a d n o c hoi ce . I t hou ght l et ' s r ai s e s ome
revenues on a temporary basis and give the...a chance for
government to downsize in terms of employees and that through
attrition and whatnot, and yet here we are again. We' re in even


