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problem that we have had has been that we have not had an
adequate revenue source. We have lost very important revenue
sources in the state of Nebraska, and I think we can't approach
things 1like we need more taxes or I won't vote for any more
taxes. I think we have to assess what it is that we need to
operate the kind of a state that we can be proud of. Now, as I
mentioned, our committee has been meeting. We have gone through
item by item; tried to cut those things that anybody could
consider as superfluous, and I'm, in a sense, sorry that we're
talking about revenue before you have the opportunity to see
what we have gone through to see what the needs are within the
state. But I think it's most important that we structure our
revenue 8o that we can accomplish these means. I don't think
that any of us want to come back here in four months and say,
okay, we have to have another special session in order to meet
the obligations of the state because things have gone down. I
know I talked to our Governor about a month ago and he asked how
we were gdetting along with the Appropriations Committee and I
said, well, it's pretty tough. And he says, well, it will be
even tougher because I think the Forecasting Board is g .ng to
be down. And I said, I think, Governor, that it's going to
continue to be down until we have an adequate source of revenue.
So that's what we're talking about today and that's why I'm
pleased that Senator Brashear has brought something to us for us
to consider. 1I'm impressed by the blue sheet. I'm glad to have
kind of a reasonable color this time by Senator Brashear. But
at least with this blue sheet I was interested because I've
received communications generally from various interest groups
saying, don't do this, how can you do that to us, our particular
group? Well, I think it's interesting on page, whatever, page 3
of this that some of the proposals that Senator Brashear has
made are not proposals that are unusual. They're proposals
that, by and large, are used by neighboring states. It seems
like nobody wants to talk about any increased revenue if it's...

SPEAKER BROMM: One minute.
SENATOR D. PEDERSON: ...going to affect them. I think that now
we have to forget about, how does it affect me? It's kind of

like 1looking at the class picture. People say, did we have a
good class picture, and what do they do? Right away, they look
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