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I owa. W e sa w a d i m i n u t i o n o f N e b r a ska s a l e s a t t he bor d er and
we saw an i ncrease in sales in Iowa. It's true, there's been
some border bleeding. How ever, Iowa is now c onsidering a
cigarette tax increase and it is an increase that would bring
them back up to within one penny of where we are, and that is
t he b e s t w a y o f get t i ng a t t he bo r d e r bl e e d i n g p r o b l e m­- th r o u g h
the tax policy of Iowa, not Nebraska. We need the money and, in
f act , I o w a i s goi n g t o b e i n a pos i t i on , I t h i nk , t o b r i ng t o an
end the border bleeding that was created by LB 1085 with respect
to cigarettes. I do think that it's a f air characterization
that out of the contnittee there is no desire at this point to go
further. Although the Governor has wanted to increase cigarette
taxes some more for revenue purposes, one of the reasons that
bill is not out is because the cceinittee is persuaded that the
evidence of bo r der bl eed i n g i s r e l at i ve l y s i gn i f i can t . I t ' s
t ole r ab le , w e c a n l i ve w i t h i t , but i t wou l d be exac e r b a te d i f
the Governor's bill came out, which is why Senator Brashear's
bill with respect to this measure is acceptable to a majority of
the Revenue Contnittee. It was advanced. The Gove rnor's b i ll
was not adv a nced because it wound up being not just the making
permanent o f t hi s cha nge bu t t he i nc r e as e a s w e l l by ano t he r 20
cents, and that seemed to have a downturn for particularly the
Omaha economy. I wou l d a s k f o r t he a d o p t i o n of t he c i gar et t e
and t ob a cc o p r od u c t s po r t i on of t he co n In i t t e e a mendment . I ' d
have to say, by the way, that this is essentially the provisions
with some adjustment with respect to the 2 cents that was in the
green copy o f t he b i l l . But i t i s , I t hi nk , an ar ea of g r eat
agreement between Senator Brashear and a working majority of the
committee . I al so t h i nk i t wou l d b e t he w i l l of t hi s bo d y t o do
the same thing, and I ask for the adoption of this portion of
the comnittee amendment. Thank you.

SPEAKER BRONN: Thank you, Senator Landis. You ' ve h e ard the
opening on FA1326. The first person tc speak on the amendment
would be Senator Wehrbein.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Tha nk you, Nr. Speaker and m e mbers o f the
body. Pirst of all, I rise to support the first part of this
amendment , o f t h e co n mni t t e e a m e ndment , b ut I wa n t e d t o spe a k a
little bit more on the wh ole bill that Senator Brashear has
i n t r oduced . And I gue s s t o p u t t he bot t o m l i ne f i r s t , I ' d ur ge
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