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permanent t he r a t es t h a t w e p r e v i o u s l y made t e mporary . Four t h ,
there is a sales tax restructuring proposal that would broaden
the sales tax base, lower the rate from the 5.5 percent
temporary rate we' re at now to a 5 percent rate, which would
again mov e u s d o w n s o t ha t we a r e no t t he h i g h e s t i n wh a t I c a l l
the marketplace, the seven contiguous state s, inclu ding
ourselves. And it would make our sales tax structure look more
l i k e t h a t o f t h e o t he r st a t e s . An d t h en f i f t h , whe n we g e t t o
t he co m m i tt ee a me n d men t a nd t h en my am e ndment t o t h a t , we ' l l
have an oppor t u n i t y w i t h t he d i v i s i on t o de a l wi t h a pr oper t y
tax restructuring proposal that would increase the levy limit
for school systems; adopt two less-expensive targeted p roperty
tax relief concepts, one a homestead exemption which would be of
greater benefit than our present system to 75 percent of the
homeowners in the state of Nebraska, and secondly. . you have t o
appeal i n a pol ygl ot bo d y l i ke t hi s t o eve r y one yo u ca n a p peal
t o i n t h e m a k in g o f pu b l i c pol i cy . . . se c ond ly , a n a g l a nd i nco me
tax c r e d i t wh i c h w o u ld a l l ow o u r a g l an d h o l d e r s t o mi n i mi z e t h e
impact o f t he i nc r e as e t o t he $1 . 1 0 l e v y. The s e f i ve c o mponents
a nd y o u r i de a s w i l l be a pa r t of t he de b a t e a n d t h e d i sc u s s i o n .
B y ask ing f o r a d i v i s i o n , w hen I g et t o m y a mendment , I m s i m p l y
t ry i n g t o pr o mote g i v i n g u s t h e t i m e a n d t h e f o c u s t o b e a b le t o
t hought f u l l y d i sc u s s t h e s e t h i n g s . I hope m y t o n e con v ey s I ' m
t ry in g t o pr o mote a d i sc u s s i on . No n e o f t h i s i s abo u t me . Ye s ,
I ' ve be e n o f f er i ng t hi s p l an f or a l ong t i m e, b u t i t ' s a l l
something I learned from somebody else. I t's all something I
learned over time. I have his permission to say, even though he
will rise in opposition to some or other aspects of it, you
k now, every t i m e I ' v e o f f er e d t h i s p l an and t r i ed t o pr omo t e
t hi s di scu s s i o n beca us e I t hou g h t i t was g o o d f o r t he p e o p l e ,
David Landis, Senator David Landis, has always encouraged me to
keep going, keep trying, come back, do it again, and I think
there is a lesson here. I hope that I...and others have
encouraged me also. I won't incriminate anyone on the record.
I had permission to say that with regard to Senat or Lan dis,
because he's been very encouraging. It takes a long time
sometimes to suggest ideas, to foster a debate. And I, frankly,
think we' re at a point in the session where, when t he Speaker
told me th at this would be the morning and this would be the
b ill and I better be ready, I think i t's t im e th a t we sta r t
discussing these th ings . I thin k it's time we start shaping
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