TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office
FLOOR DEBATE

April 17, 2003 LB 439

about the Nebraska Capitol Commission, and how the Speaker fits
into that, and how we will then fit into the various decisions
that are made with respect to the Capitol building. But
Section 13 of the bill, I think, well expresses the purpose of
the commission, which is to provide the highest quality
preservation, restoration, and enhancement of the State Capitol
and State Capitol grounds, for the perpetual use by state
government and the enjoyment of all persons. Now, I would never
be one to suggest that each and every important function of the
government should be focused upon the way that we are asking you
to focus...to allow the bureaucracy to be oriented towards the
Capitol building in this instance. Because of the legislative
involvement, because of the judicial branch involvement, this
commission, as you will recall, also includes the Chief Justice
of the Supreme Court, of course, who have a vital interest in
the policies that relate to the State Capitol building. And it
is appropriate, I think, that he also should have an enhanced
say about what goes on in the Capitol building. One of the
things that this amendment does is that it tends to treat as
more equal the three branches of government, instead of saying
with regard to this building, where we're all housed, that the
executive branch shall have all of the final word. In any
event, besides that adjustment of powers, it also would provide
what I think is an appropriate highlighting of the Capitol
building and its grounds. And I call it appropriate, not
because this building and the grounds is the number-one
aesthetic feature of Nebraska, in my opinion, but because it 1is
in the opinion of, I think, most all Nebraskans. This is an
incredibly beautiful building. It is recognized by architects
worldwide as a treasure. And the care and the upkeep of it and
the focus upon it, I think, are entirely appropriate, because it
is such a one-of-a-kind thing. And so that 1is part of the
purpose of getting together the Capitol Commission and
empowering it to work with a specific administrator, whose duty,
whose main focus, not part of his job, but whose main focus will
be the care of the Capitol building and its grounds. So in
defining that, the...it goes on to say that the office that's
being created to administer the building will be subject to the

advice of the Nebraska Capitol Commission. We've been very
careful to be sure that no constitutional 1lines have been
crossed. There are several questions that could come up with
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