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SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you, Nr. President.

S ENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you , Senat o r Cha mbers .
Thompson on the Chambers amendment.

SENATOR THOMPSON: Thank you, Nr. President. I just would like
to use this time to maybe set the stage for something that we
need to do at some future time as a Legislature, regarding this
industry. In working with representatives from the industry a
few years ago on a number of issues that came out from the State
Patrol task force that I chaired, it became clear to me that we
probably need to do what we never like to do, and that is create
another comnission. But I do bel ieve this industry should
license itself. It should have a licensing board, as we do for
so many other industries in the state, when it comes to setting
standards, that that license fee would be sufficient to support
it, so there would be no tax dollars supporting this licensing
process. But I think if we put into place a li censing board
process, we would be in a position to make decisions about what
is appropriate and what the standards should be. And
that...right now, the Secretary of State has a person who
specializes in the area. He doesn't have an association per se,
because the private detectives don't have associations; they
have training groups. B ut formalize a process whereby people
could advise the rules and regulations of the i ndustry, and
allow some standards to be set. An d perhaps the 1,500-hour
standard is the appropriate hour standard, Senator Burling, but
I think at this point we don't have a process to work through
those standards. And if we had had a licensing board for this
industry, you would have been able to go there, and they could
have taken this issue up and made some recoaanendations to the
Secretary of State regarding the rules and regulations. So at
some point, when we aren't in a budget crisis and we aren' t
dealing with a lot of other issues, I think we probably need to
come back to the issue of whether or not this industry should be
licensed by a board and have some standards set through a
broader process than just the Secretary of State. Thank you.

S ENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you , Sen ator T h ompson. Senato r
Chambers. Senator Chambers, did you wish to...and this will be
your third time, as you know.
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