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this issue of this water bill, that's what I like to call it, 1is
at stake. The Safe Drinking Water Act. As a political move,
the former Attorney General, Don Stenberg, tried to have this
act thrown out, and that's not going to happen. I ridiculed it
at the time, and pointed out that it was a political move. 1It's
wasting not only the state's resources, but any good will the
courts might feel toward the state. Mr. Stenberg took a number
of bad cases before the court, and lost. Now, when a person
goes before an appellate court, the judges can and will
interrupt you. I've argued before the Nebraska Supreme Court.
I'm not even licensed to practice law. But I'm trained in the
law, and I understand the law, and I'm a quick study, and I know
how the courts operate by watching them. When you come to this
Legislature, you can come 1in here on an issue and be totally
uninformed, as former Senator Bruning often was. He might have
gotten six bills passed the whole time he was in the
Legislature. So you can make a fool out of yourself. You can
refuse to answer questions. You can be flippant. But you only
embarrass yourself, and maybe throw the process aside a bit,
like 1if you get a hiccup. But that same attitude cannot be
taken before the courts. Judges may be ever 8o egotistical.
Judges may be ever so closed-minded. But the judges make
decisions that have profound impact not just on the jester...

SPEAKER BROMM: One minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...who stands before them, but the state he
represents, or purports to represent. So when I would go before
the Nebraska Supreme Court, I would watch lawyers who had
prepared their arguments. And they were bound and determined to
get through that argument no matter what. So when a judge asked
a question, they would give some incomplete answer, then want to
jump right back to finish their argument, and the judge would
stop that person. Here is what you see very quickly. You learn
the rules of the game. And I know the rules of this game. My
time is up on this time to speak, so I'm going to wait until I'm
recognized to complete my presentation. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

SPEAKER BROMM: Senator Chambers, thank you. Your 1light 1is
next.
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