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SPEAKER BRONN: Sen ator Brashear, you' re recognized to open on
your amendment t o t he c o nIn i t t e e a mendments .

SENATOR BRASHEAR: Nr . Sp eaker, m embers of the bod y, the
amendment to the coninittee amendment specifies that the services
provided at such free cl inics are to be the type of medical
services that are eligible for reimbursement under the Nedicaid
program. Such a qualification is to ensure that the Legislature
is being certain that the standard, generally accepted, medical
services are the only ones we' re dealing with, which will be
provided at the free clinics and for which inlnunity would apply.
This amendment i s not intended to mean that the patients who
receive free care at such clinics need to be eligible to receive
Nedicaid benefits. Rather, the amendment is meant to limit the
medical s ervices for whic h we are enc ouraging medical
professionals to volunteer their time and their ability in order
to provide service on a volunteer basis. It is pos sible to
raise questions about any number of medical services that a
medical professional may choose to provide on a volunteer basis,
and it is desirable not to revisit all such issues in t he
context of the imnunity provided in the bill. In stead of
opening a new debate, this amendment would simply incorporate
the public policy decisions already agreed upon as part of the
medical assistance program conInonly known as Nedicaid. Ininunity
would be provided f or ser vices eligible for Nedicaid
reimbursement, and would not be provided for services not within
the scope and definition of the Nedicaid program. This approach
is consistent with the goals of the inlnunity provision.
Although it may restrict some of the services for which the
immunity is made available, it is consistent with this body's
intention to use the grant of ininunity, which is the granting of
a privilege, not the recognition of a right, as an instrument of
our pub l i c p ol i c y . By gr ant i n g t he i n l nun i t y o n ly f or ser v i ces
which the state will reimburse under Nedicaid, we will target
the inrnunity where it will serve our public policy goals, and I
urge your adoption of the amendment to the cceanittee amendments.
Thank you .

S PEAKER BR O NN : T hank yo u , S e n a to r B r a s hear . We ' v e h a d t h e
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