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One of the com ments was that we have lots of people on...that
are poor. We have...and I'm sure we probably do. I don't know.
Lots of people means something different to me than it does to
Senator Pedersen. But if my math is c o rrect, I look at the
number, and I think we ' re...those of us that have been...in
talking about raising the minimum wage for pr imary head of
household or a household with a child, we start with a figure, a
high figure, of th ere are 2 0,000 individuals in Nebraska,
according to Senator Beutler, that are paid minimum wage. A nd
then he suggested there are about 40 percent of those that are
head of household or household with a child. So if we take
40 percent o f 20 , 000 pe ople, hi s h i g h side , tha t's 8 , 000
individuals. Now we don't know if there are other means of
income in that family, but let's take the 8,000 people. There
are, in Nebraska, 503,000 workers. Ladies and gentlemen, we' re
talking about 1.6 percent of the wo rkers that are head of
household making minimum wage. We don't know if others in that
household are also earning an income. So I would suggest that a
l o t o f peop l e t hat t hi s wi l l hel p i n t he t erm s t h a t w e ' r e
discussing is not necessarily a lot of people in my poi nt o f
view. Now one person is too many that can't pull themselves up
a nd t h a t . . . I t h i n k t h a t we a s a s t a t e h a v e a n ob l i g a t i on t o h e l p
expand them and he l p t h e m ge t o f f of mi n i mum w a ge , but t hat ' s
a lso t h e i r r e sp o n s i b i l i t y t o o . An d t o p a i n t t h em a l l wi t h t h e
same brush, that they' re all poor and all these poor folks just
are having a heck of a time, there's more to the picture than
the snapshot that Senator Chambers takes or th e sna pshot t h at
Senator Pedersen has taken. I will support this bracket motion.
If it fails, I will oppose LB 435. And I appreciate your time,
Nr. Sp e a k e r .

SPEAKER BRONM: Thank you, Senator Nines. Senator Redfield.

SENATOR REDFIELD: Thank you, Nr. Speaker. Members of the body,
I seem to be mixed up in this bill, whether I like i t or not ,
and so I f e e l t h a t I sho u l d r e sp o n d . I h a v e a l o t o f emp a t hy
for the businesses that Senator Cunningham r e presents t o us ,
because we sat here and we did the math and we calculated what
his sales would have to increase in order to come u p w ith the
d i f f e r e n ce . And we bas i ca l l y , f o r one em p l o y ee , i f he wa s
providing the benefits with all o f the w ith holdings, h e w as
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