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have to raise some of his prices. I can see that, Senator
C unningham. I t hi nk you wou l d . And I t h i nk t ha t , i n som e
cases, in some of these very small coaanunities with very few
people, that could be devastating. I don't disagree with you at
all. But I think most businesses, and this has proven to be
time after time after time, make up that difference when that
minimum wage goes up and they stay steady on their feet and they
don't lose employees and they don't lose out on their profits
and things go on. I guess, for me, the bottom line comes down
to do we leave the whole burden for our economy on the backs of
these people who are at the bottom rung of the la dder, the
people who are ma king $5.25 or $5.15 or whatever it is right
now? I mean, what we' re suggesting here is not a huge...

SPEAKER BRONN: One minute.

SENATOR SCHINEK: ...increase. But wh at i t i s, is i t' s
something that that guy at that bottom rung of the ladder can
look at and say, I have a few more pennies to pay childcare with
or I have a few more pennies to buy food with. It 's not much ,
but it's a start. And, Senator Cunningham, I don't know how to
resolve the problem that you' re having with this, because you
know your own business better than I do or better than anybody
on this floor does, but at the same time, there's got to be some
compassion for t he people who aren't as well off as you and I
are, and some of the pe ople who are at that economic level,
through no fault of their own, through no fault of their own.
Some of these are single moms or single dads...

SPEAKER BRONN: T i me .

SENATOR SCHINEK: . . .who are...time?

SPEAKER BRONN: T ime, Senator Schimek.

SENATOR SCHINEK: Oh , I'm sorry. I d idn't hear the one minute.
Thank you .

SPEAKER BRONN: Thank you, Senator Schimek. Senator Tyson.

SENATOR TYSON: Thank you, Nr. Speaker. Ladies and ge ntlemen,
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