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rura l a r e a . Bu t I wa n t t o g i v e y ou s om e o f t he f a c t s f r om 2 0 02
farm bill. A lot of people think that from the farm bill all of
that money goes to farmers, and this is very far from the truth.
Some of the facts that I want to give you is that the amount of
dol l a r s pe r y e a r i n t he f ar m b i l l t hat a r e a l l oca t e d t o t he f ar m
commodity p r o g r am, wh ic h i s t he o n e t hat pay s f or a cer t a i n
price for your corn, your soybeans, some assistance in the
pasture and hay program, that portion is $21 billion of the farm
bill. Now, like I stated earlier on, I'm very sensitive to the
poor people, but we as taxpayers are also helping with subsidy
for t h ese poo r p e o p l e , a n d t h a t pr o g r am, wh i c h i s i n t he f ar m
b i l l , i s cal l ed t he f o o d s t a mp p r o g r am. The f o o d s t a mp goes t o
people t h a t a re p o o r . The dol l ar amo unt i n t h i s p r og r am i s
$23 bi l l i o n, $2 b i l l i on mor e t han we i n t he r ur al ar e a, t he
farmers, ar e get t i ng . And ever y b o dy t a k e s a po t at peop l e l i ke
myself, saying that we' re getting the money, we' re getting the
subsidies, and we shouldn't cry anymore. Bu t t here is m ore,
$2 bi l l i on mo r e , gi ven t o t he peo p l e t h a t a re get t i ng m i n i mum
wage or less in subsidy for their program. They don't have to
buy the groceries. They get the food stamp program. And I see
a lo t o f t hi s t ak i ng p l a c e i n m y l oc a l ar e a o f t he u se of t hat
f ood s t a m p pr og r am . They ' v e got i t now w h er e t he y ' ve j u s t
a lready go t t h e ca r d , t h e y j u st sw i p e t hat t hr oug h , and t hat
takes care of their food bill. So there is assistance for these
people. They' re not only earning minimum wage. And I wanted to
get that fact out as far as the billion dollars, the difference
between the f a r m p r o g r am, t h e a s s i s t a nc e t o t he r ur a l ac t ua l
producers like myself, in comparison with the poor people and
the food stamp program. Thank you.

SENATOR VRTISKA: Thank you, Senator Stuthman. Senator Beutler.

S ENATOR BEU T L E R : Senator Stuthman, I appre ciate y our
description of the food stamp program. But that's just exactly
what I d o n ' t w a n t f or po o r p e o p l e. I want poor peop l e t o be
a ble t o b e s el f - su f f i c i en t , t o be ab l e t o go t o w o r k a n d t o w o r k
all day, and when they' re done working all day, to know they' ve
made enough money t o s u s t a i n t he i r f am i l i es , a n d t h a t t he y d o n ' t
go. . . have t o g o d own t o s ome go v e r nment of f i ce and s i t down
there and fill out a form and say, please, please, please,
p lease, please give me something. T hey shouldn't have to d o
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