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increase he's going to have to give one of his workers in there,
y ou k n ow , t h e r e ' s n o t t hat m uc h p r o f i t i n . . . I don ' t kno w . W h a t
is the profit? Senator Cunningham, would you yield?

SPEAKER BRONN: Se nator Cunningham, would you yield?

SENATOR CUNNINGHAM: What was the...yes.

SENATOR COMBS: W h a t k i n d o f p r o f i t do y ou a l l op e r a t e o f f o f i n
the gro ce ry s t o r e bu s i n e s s ?

SENATOR CUNNINGHAM: W e ll , i t ' s n e t , n e t p r o f i t i s b e t we e n 1 an d
3 percent .

SENATOR COMBS: One and three percent. So how many groceries
would you have to s ell to make another $300 bucks a month to
cover this increase for an average employee at minimum wage'?

SENATOR CUNNINGHAN: I would need a calculator to figu re t hat
one out , S e n a to r Combs.

SENATOR COMBS: Okay. We ll, it would be a lot of groceries.

SENATOR CUNNINGHAM: It would be a lot of groceries.

SENATOR COMBS: You probably aren't going to squeeze that out of
the number of customers you have in an average month in your
s to r e .

SENATOR CUNNINGHAM: We ll, if you take the figures I g ave you ,
remember, in my little stor e, it was a minimum of $15,000 a
year.

SENATOR CONBS: Okay. N y point is that if t hese m i nimum wa ge
j obs, i f t he m a j o r i t y o f t he p e ople working t hem are en t r y l e v e l
people, I have had nursing assistants that started out at
minimum wage. I helped them go to LPN school and a cce ss free
grant programs and s tuff to be tter themselves and make more
money. E ntry level jobs are ju st t hat­-entry level jobs.
They' re an opportunity in America to better yourself. All of us
here started out in entry level jobs. You know, some of us, we
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