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were. ..they're not current, but the quality of the information
is the same. 1It's the same information, just a few years later.
Senator Chambers talked about many small business people go out
of business because they don't know what they're doing, and,
Senator Chambers, I'd like to tell you that, admittedly, I don't
always know what I'm doing, but one of the reasons I still am in
business 1is because 1 realize when we pass this legislation I
have to come up with a minimum of $15,000 a year. And to come
up with that 1I'm going to have to either raise my prices, I'm
going to have to eliminate or lower my profit-sharing plan that
1 have for my employees. And, by the way, that plan is before
taxes. They get that money before taxes, so that's better for
them. Or I'm going to have to cut back on my health insurance.
And in small business...most people in here realize that the
last two yYyears health insurance has gone up 20 to 25 percent a
Year each of the last two years, and it‘'s getting to the point
you Jjust can't pay the bills, Senator Chambers. And I don't
know what else to do. I don't want to appear that I don't have
a caring heart, but I don't think it's good for my community,
the people I employ, if I go out of business. And I got an
e-mail from one lady that said I should quit talking about me
personally, and I'm sorry I'm talking about me personally but it
just happens to be my life and I know this issue, 80 I'm going
to tell you what I know. And I'm sorry if we disagree on it,
but I'm very much as adamant this way as you are the other way.
And we talked about the polls, the public support polls for this
issue. You know, I firmly believe that those are accurate
numbers, but I don't believe the people that, when the polls
were taken, knew the full story and knew the other side of the
issue. Most people, if just asked if you believe in a minimum
wage increase, they would agree with that, but they need to know
the whole story. So with that, I'll turn my time back to the
Chair. Thank you.

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Cunningham. Senator
Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. President, members of the Legislature,
sometimes a song is the best way I can make a point. Senator

Cunningham, the song is not "Put Your Head on My Shoulder®" and
cry, cry, "Cry Me a River," no, but that might be what you
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