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were...they' re not current, but the quality of the information
is the same. It's the same information, just a few years later.
Senator Chambers talked about many small business people go out
of business because they don't know what they' re doing, and,
Senator Chambers, I'd like to tell you that, admittedly, I don' t
always know what I'm doing, but one of the reasons I still am in
business is because I realize when we pass this legislation I
have to come up with a minimum of 815,000 a year. And to come
up with that I'm going to have to either raise my prices, I'm
going to have to eliminate or lower my profit-sharing plan that
I have for my employees. And, by the way, that plan is before
taxes. They get that money before taxes, so that's better for
them. Or I'm going to have to cut back on my health insurance.
And in small business...most people in here realize that the
last two years health insurance has gone up 20 to 25 percent a
year each of the last two years, and it's getting to the point
you just ca n't p ay the bills, Senator Chambers. And I don' t
know what else to do. I don't want to appear that I don't have
a caring heart, but I don't think it's good for my comnunity,
the people I employ, if I go out of business. And I got an
e-mail from o ne lady that said I should quit talking about me
personally, and I'm sorry I'm talking about me personally but it
j ust h a ppens t o b e my l i f e a nd I kn o w t h i s i s su e , so I ' m go i ng
to tell yo u w ha t I know. And I'm sorry if we disagree on it,
b ut I'm very much as adamant this way as you are the other w a y .
And we talked about the polls, the public support polls for this
issue. You know , I firm ly bel ieve that those are accurate
numbers, bu t I don ' t be l i e v e t h e p e o p l e t hat , when t he po l l s
were taken, knew the full story and knew the other side of the
issue. Nost people, if just asked if you believe in a m inimum
wage increase, they would agree with that, but they need to know
the whole story. So with that, I' ll turn my time back to the
Chair . Th a n k y ou .

S PEAKER BR O NN :
Chambers .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Nr . Pre sident, members of the Legislature,
sometimes a song is the best way I can make a point. Senator
Cunningham, the song is not 'Put Your Head on Ny Shoulder' and
c ry, c r y , 'Cry Ne a River,' no, but that might be w hat you

SenatorT hank y ou , Se n a t o r Cu nn i ng h a m .
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