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2005, two years off. So that, effectively, what you would have
with the bill, if you adopted this amendment, would be a bill
that simply kept up with the increases in inflation over the
last s8ix years and anticipated 2 percent inflation for an
additional year in the future, because it will be several years
before we come around to a bill 1like this again, in all
probability, if we pass this one. So it would be a bare-bones
kind of upkeep bill on the minimum wage. I wanted to indicate
to you, I understand, of course, that there is opposition from
some or a majority of the business community perhaps. But on
the other hand, any time you ask the average American about the
minimum wage, they will tell you they would like to see it
increased. And I wanted to cite three or four polls for you.
In January 2002, a poll for the Ms. Foundation found that
77 percent of likely voters surveyed support raising the minimum
wage from $5.15 to $8 an hour; some 79 percent of likely voters
support regular increases in the minimum wage to address the
effect of inflation on the real value of the minimum wage. And
that's what we're doing with this bill now if you adopt the
amendment. A November 2001 survey conducted by Techno Metrica
Institute of Policy and Politics for Investor's Business Daily
and The Christian Science Monitor found that 75 percent of the
survey respondents supported raising the minimum wage as a way
to stimulate the economy. An October 2002 survey by the Gallup
Organization, CNN and USA Today found that 81 percent of the of
the respondents supported an increase in the minimum wage. A
survey conducted in January and Pebruary, 2001, by a National
Public Radio, the Kaiser Family Poundation and Harvard
Univerity's Kennedy School of Government found that 85 percent
of Americans support raising the minimum wage. In a
January 2001 poll of Peter Hart Research Associates, 83 percent
of respondents favored increasing the minimum wage by a dollar.
When asked to imagine that they could vote on issues on election
day, 82 percent of respondents in an October 2000 Gallup poll
said they would vote to raise the minimum wage by $1. The
public supports raising the minimum wage by a substantial amount
by a substantial number of the public, and I don't suspect that
that would be much different in Nebraska. Over the lunch hour,
I went back and I got the unemployment rate in Nebraska since
1978, when we started to calculate the minimum wage on a uniform
system, and the unemployment rate in Nebraska since 1978
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