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of the people who don't agree with me, but I must bring forth to
the floor what the people in my district have told me, including
the guys today at the car wash who are working in an entry level
job. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Combs. Senator Chambers,
I am sorry. That was your third time, Senator, sorry. Senator
Schrock.

SENATOR SCHROCK: Mr. President, members of the Legislature, I
just have to respond a little bit to what Senator Chambers was
saying. My office was in contact with the Department of Ag, and
they have a farm mediation department over there. And they are
saying that there is going to be more people forced out of
agriculture this year than probably ever. They just had five
bankers call. They are doing foreclosings. They are telling
farmers they can't renew their notes. Senator Chambers, I don't
know for what reason or another, and you're not listening, so
maybe I shouldn't say anything, but I don't know for what reason
or another but there is more people going out of farming. 1
know what you say about the subsidies that farmers receive, but
apparently it doesn't keep some of them from going bankrupt.
Now I don't know if it's bad business decisions or what's going
on. But I represent four counties on the Kansas border. They
are, basically, a dryland economy, some livestock. Things
aren't pretty down there. If you look at the incomes of the
counties 1in the state of Nebraska, those four counties are way
down the scale. They're almost as bad as a couple of those
Sandhill counties. For what reason or another, I don't think
there is a lot of prosperity in agriculture right now, and 1I
wish the government subsidies could make up the difference and
make it a prosperous economy. But I will say, on the other
hand, for everyone that's having trouble, there is somebody who
is doing quite well. And it's hard to point your finger at what
the reason is. But I hear your comments, I understand what
you're saying. I wish there was ways we could survive in
agriculture without government help. And maybe we need to be
weaned and we wouldn't...and we'd all be better off. I don't
know if that's the answer. But it's been tough out there with
the dry weather and poor crops in some areas, livestock that
can't be supported on grass because of the drought. And so I

4408



