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SENATOR CHANBERS: We know they wouldn' t, don't we, because we
see them opposing changes that would spread the r each of
workers' comp. Isn't that true?

SENATOR BURLING: I. ..I guess.

SPEAKER BROWN: Time.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Th a n k y o u , Nr . Sp e a ke r .

SPEAKER BROWN: Than k you, Senator Chambers. Senator Beutler.
Excuse me, Senator Beutler. I have an announcement fi rst.
(Visitors introduced.) Cha ir recognizes Senator Beutler.
Senator Beutler, t his would be you r th i r d tim e on this
amendment .

SENATOR BEUTLER: Okay . Senator Broaan, thank you very much.
It's been an interesting discussion. A nd, Senator Cunningham,
when you get to the microphone again, I thought you said, in the
dialogue with Senator Ch ambers, t hat Wal-Mart pays less than
small businesses, the small businesses they' re competing with,
and if in fact they are paying less then, in order to meet a new
minimum wage standard, the small businesses they compete with
would have to increase less than Wal-Mart would and, therefore,
it would s eem to me that your competitive position with the
Wal-Warts of the world ought to be improved, if that's the way
the structure is out there right now. But I wanted to go back
to the point of how far, how deep in poverty people, families,
can still be when they' re out there working 40 hours a week and
making these wa ges tha t are no t living wag es, are not
self-sustaining wages, but are wages far below those particular
levels. You know, jobs were s upposed to be a bridge out of
poverty, and in some cases, many cases hopefully, they are. But
in a good many cases, they' re not. Three point five million
workers worked full-time in 1999, yet they a nd their fam i lies
lived in poverty. Le t me read a couple of other things to you
that I thought were of interest. The 2001 U.S. Con f erence of
Nayors , n o t a p a r t i cu l a r l y su b j e c t i v e g r ou p , I wou l d n ' t t h i n k ,
to one side or another, found that 37 percent of adults seeking
emergency food wer e employed. O ffic ials in 63 percent of the
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