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Senator Beutler to respond to it. Before I do that, I have a
note he re t ha t I made t o m y s e l f ab o u t a ha l f an ho u r a g o. I
guess it's all the more on point, given Senator Chambers' recent
statement, and I just want to m ake sure that everyone
understands I offe r it in all sincerity. It's not sarcastic.
But Senator Chambers read a letter into t he rec ord from the
Cathol i c Conf e r e nc e ear l i er i n t h i s deba t e . I t r emi nd e d me
about a year ago or maybe it was two years ago when he r ead
verbatim about a doz en times into the record a provision from
the Catholic catechism regarding nondiscrimination based on
sexua l o r i e n t a t i on . I j u st wa n t t o a c k no w l e d g e t h a t I t h i nk
it's appropriate that people draw f rom wha tever so urces t h ey
think necessary to form public policy opinions. There's nothing
w rong w i t h t ha t , and I j us t wa n t e d t o no t e t h a t f or t he r eco r d .
To the b i l l i t se l f , I unde r s t a n d t h e l ab o r u n i o n p o s i t i on t h a t a
change i n t h e m i n i mum wage w i l l have a s t a i r st ep e f f ec t on
through the ranks, and the other position, I would say the
broader position, is overall dignity of the worker, and I share
t hat con c e r n as wel l , bu t t he r e ' s so met h i n g t h a t t r ou b l e s me
t oo. Ul t i m a t e l y, t he d i gn i t y of t he w o r k e r I t h i nk depe nd s on
gett i n g a bet t er j ob wi t h bet t e r be n e fi t s a n d s o f or t h . I f we
were go ing t o gu a r a n t ee t h a t w e a c t u a l l y wa n t e d t o pu l l f ami l y
supporters out of poverty, we'd have to double the numbers in
this bill right here I think, and I'm not prepared to do that.
I do n ' t kn o w t h a t t ha t w o u l d f l y . And t hat ' s n ot w h a t 's be f o r e
us, so l e t m e g e t ba c k t o t he bi l l i t sel f . I t h i nk what I ' ve
heard some employers saying is, here is a possible consequence
i f yo u d o t h i s . I ' m goi ng t o have t o r ai se my p r i ces f or
whatever i t i s I pr ov i de t o t he pub l i c , and a poss i bl e
consequence of that is that business goes down and then I 'm
g oing t o ha v e t o g et r i d of so m e work er s i f I do t hat . Anot he r
possibility is, okay, I won't raise my prices. I ' ll just h ave
to get r id o f a work er or two on the front end. And so the
q uest i o n I wan t t o p o se t o Se na t o r Be u t l e r , a nd ag a i n I
characterize it as a friendly question but a necessary one, is
i t p o s s i b l e t h a t w e c o u l d e n d u p h u r t i ng s o me o f t h e ver y p eo p l e
that we' re trying to help if we enact something like this? A nd ,
Senator Beutler, you can have the balance of my time.

SPEAKER BROMM: Sena tor Beutler, you h ave 2 m inutes a nd 20
seconds.

4394


