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teachers or ganization to incr ease salaries for teachers, and
they had a whole program based on that called HELP. And it was
a stound i n g t o m e, a n d I ' v e sa i d t h i s b e f o r e o n t h e f l o o r , bu t i t
was absolutely unbelievable to me at t hat tim e th a t we were
paying teachers, an d th e y wer e all women, believe me, women
teachers out in some of those rural s chool di stricts wh o had
been teaching school for 20 years or more, we were payi >g them
$14,000 a y ea r b e c ause t h e y d i d n ' t ne e d t h e money . No w i s t hat
what we base our decisions on around here, is whether people
need the money or not? Or do we base it on their worth in the
workplace? Wha t kind of a message are we sending to teenagers
i f we t e l l t he m t h a t t he y o n l y g e t w h a t w e t hi n k t h e y need and
not w h a t ot her peop l e ar e get t i ng pa i d ? They , i n som e c a s es ,
work just as hard. They, in some cases, probably produce even
better , as some b ody ha s al r ead y sa i d , t han t he ad u l t s . I t
rea l l y k i n d o f r emi n ds m e o f Ge o r g e Or we l l an d An i ma l Far m a nd

story about Comnunism. S ome p igs are eq ual...all pigs are
equal , bu t s o me p i gs ar e mo re e q u al t ha n ot h e r s , wa s t h e g i s t of
the story, an d I 'm hav ing some reminders of that little tale
h ere t o d a y . Two . . . I ' m g e t t i ng a l i t t l e p h i l o sop h i c a l . I g u e s s
Senator Chambers kind of started us off in this direction. But
t wo unde r l y i n g , v e r y b a s i c p r i n c i p l e s o f o u r d em o c r a c y a r e t h a t
the wealth will be distributed so that there's not the extremes
t hat w e h a v e i n som e o f t he co u n t r i e s i n t h i s wo r l d . I d o n ' t
know how ma n y o f you have been watching the pictures on TV of
t he wa r i n I r a q , b u t I ' ve b e e n ap p a l l e d t o s ee t h e nu mb e r o f
p alace s a n d t h e am o un t o f we a l t h t h a t wa s h e l d b y Sud d a m Hus s e i n
when there were people in his country who didn't have enough to
eat and enough c lothes f or their back . Tha t is true in
dictatorship after d ictatorship throughout our entire world.
The other underlying principle of our democracy and what really
makes i t wo r k i s t h a t we ha v e a f r e e p ub l i c e du ca t i o n sy st em f o r
everybody so that everybody is educated and can go out and do a
job and get...and get paid t o the best o f the ir ab i lities.
Those are just two fundamental principles underlying the success
of our country. And how can we ignore the growing disparity
between the very wealthy in this country and the v ery po o r in
o ur co u n t r y? We do t hat at gr eat r i sk t o ou r de mocracy , a t
great risk, in my opinion. If most people are already making $7
or $8 an hour, why is there so much opposition to this bill? I' t
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