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SENATOR CUDJQ9LCK: You may. S e nator Beutler, about two minutes
have e l apsed .

SENATOR BEUTLER: Sena t o r Har tnett, t h ank you . Senato r
Cudaback, just...members of the Legislature, just to give you a
little more detail about who the minimum wage workers are:
74 percent of minimum wage workers are adults; 26 percent are
between ages 16 and 19; 60 percent are females; whites make up
71 percent of the total; and 50 percent of those work full-time.
The whole idea, I think, of the way we' ve tried to structure our
society is that people would work up the e conomic scale,
hopefully. But at the lower end, it seems to me that what we' re
trying to do is to use government to support only t'rose people
who are disabled or otherwise incapacitated, or who absolutely
u nder no conditions can find a job. Bu t t hat's not what is
happening. Wha t is happening is that a whole major portion of
what we might call our welfare system goes to support people who
are working full-time, and I don't know what we' re trying to say
t o t h ose peop le . Ar e w e t r y i ng t o say t o t he m , w e l l , i f you ' r e
m aking wages tha t a re that low you should work two jobs? B u t
w hat could be more inimical t o family va lues than to forc e
people to wor k two jobs? A lre ady, our kids are inadequately
supervised, in the opinion o f a great many peo ple in th is
c ount r y , . . .

SENATOR CUKULACK: One minute.

S ENATOR BEU T L E R : ...that there's no t eno ugh time between
parents and children. And yet, in the lower-income area, where
the most p r oblems are likely to rise up, the class from which
most criminals will come, we make it tough for them. We want
t hem to work two jobs so they can have no family structure. We
create our problems. And I'm running out of time, but I w anted
to pick up next time just on income levels generally. Thank
y ou, S e n a t o r C u d a b a c k .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you , Sen ator Be utler an d Sen ator
Hartnett. Senator Cunningham.

SENATOR CUNNINGHAM: Thank you, Senator Cudaback and members.

4376


