TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office
FLOOR DEBATE

April 15, 2003 LB 435

Mr. Du Pont said, Senator, not all of us. He knew that not
everybody on that floor, and probably nobody on that floor,...

SENATOR CUDABACK: Time.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...experienced poverty in his or her life,
but through his or her constituents...

SENATOR CUDABACK: Your time is up, Senator Chambers. I'm
sorry.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you, Mr. President.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Hartnett, followed by Senator
Cunningham.

SENATOR HARTNETT: Mr. President, members of the body, if you
look at the committee statement, I'm one of the people that did
support this bill in committee, because look at what we're doing
here. The minimum wage right now is $4.25, and then we hear the
argument that, you know, oh, that will affect the other people
above us, and that's...to me, that's...we need that if we're
going to get people to move up the chain to pay income tax,
pay...like Senator Chambers said, to spend their disposable
income. They have more of it. I did have some sympathy,
Senator Cunningham, for the grocers. I was moved by their
testimony and so I would offer on Select File probably a
subminimum wage, some states have that for workers, or a
training wage, which would handle the...that would not only fit
with the grocers but with other industry. So I...it, you know,
someone said, well...and we also heard from the people that were
opposed to the bill in committee, wait till the feds do it. You
know, well, we...with Senator Chambers' bill, we kind of broke
out the other day of doing something with tane NCAR, with
football players, that we're trying to take a leadership role
in, and so I think maybe this is a chance for us to do with the
minimum wage, is to break out and set a new pattern as far as
wage is concerned. Because we've got to help people get off the
poverty level, and I think this is a start. Senator Beutler, if
you would 1like the rest of my time, if I could give my time to
Senator Beutler, Mr. Chairman.
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