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that's really concerned me. A nd what really concerned me too is
repairs. Bec ause repairs for tractors, you know, is expensive
anyway, and then to have them say, well, they' re higher this
year . And t he n o n t op o f i t , we ' re t a l k i n g . . .n o t h i ng t o d o wi t h
this bill, but we' re talking about putting a sales tax on the
labor on re p a i r s , so t hat ' s go i n g t o be a bi g cos t t oo . But I
t hink t ha t t hi s he r e i s som e t h i ng , o n e r o a d , w e s h o u l d n o t go
down, because t h e s mal l b u s in e s ses i s r eal l y go i n g t o be hu r t by
t his . The y m i g h t , a l ot of t he m , p a y m i n i mum w ag e r i g ht now.
But when they add that cost up and then the people above that,
w ell , w e ' ve go t t o ha v e a sal a r y i nc r e a se . And I t hi nk Sena t o r
C unningham l a i d t hat out p r et t y go o d , o f t he per c e n t - w i s e a d d s
up to a l o t of do l l ar s . So I t hi nk t hat ' s t he r ea s o n t hat I ' m
r eal l y conc e r ne d abo u t s o meth in g l i ke t h i s ha p p e n ing r i g h t now
when we' re i n de s p e ra te n e ed a c r o ss t h e s t a t e , an d es p e c i a l l y i n
agriculture, whether we' re going to be able to survive another
year, es p ec i a l l y i f have a d r ou g ht l i ke we ' ve h ad l a s t yea r . So
we don't know where we' re at for sure. S o let's don't do
s ometh in g l i k e t h i s no w . So I ' m t o t a l l y a g a i n st t h e ame n d m en t
a nd t h e b i l l t o o . Tha n k y ou .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Tha nk you, Senator Jones. Senator Beutler,
followed by Senator Chambers.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Senator Cudaback, members of the Legislature,
t her e ' s so mu ch t o t a l k ab ou t . An d I mu s t s ay , I d i sa g r e e wi t h
t he conc l u s i on s i n a w h o l e n umber o f r e s p e c t s . Bu t l e t me j u s t
talk about who the minimum wage people are. First of all, as
best we can d e t e r mi ne , t he r e ar e 18 t o 20 t hou s a nd o f t he m t ha t
are at or be l o w m in i m um wage who cou ld b e a s s i s t e d b y t hi s b i l l .
The majority of p eople who are on minimum wage are not kids.
They' re not youth. N otw ithstanding everything you' ve heard
t oday, i t h a s n ever been statistically true and is no t
statistically true today that most of them are kids. Majority
of them are adults. And a great many of them these days...you
all may be beginning to see the changes in fast-food places,
where there are a lot of retired people, older people going back
to w o r k beca us e t hey can ' t sup p o r t t he mse l ves an d t h e y c a n ' t
support their ailing spouses. T hey are wo rking for mi nimum
wage. And that's another area where maybe government programs
would be alleviated a little bit if a fair wage was being paid
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