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Senator Foley, I'm not sure about your amendment at this point,
what I'm going to do about it. I think it is, maybe, a
compromise position. I don't personally want to do it, but, you
know, at some point in time if it Dbecomes necessary. 1
wasn't...I really wasn't going to speak on this issue, because I
thought there would be plenty of people speaking in favor of
this issue. And I haven't had...1 haven't heard very many
voices besides Senator Foley's and Senator Beutler's speaking in
favor of this issue. And I've been listening carefully. And I
believe there are two kinds of experts that should have a say in
this issue. One is the business owner, who is the expert who
has to pay the minimum wage. The second person is the person
who works for the employer and gets the minimum wage. And who's
speaking for that expert on this floor? Senator Beutler is and
Senator Foley is. And they are talking about the person who has
trouble meeting the kinds of expenses that all of us are having
to face now, rises in all kinds of things: increase in natural
gas bills are coming very soon for all of us living here in
Lincoln and some other parts of the state; a rise in state park
fees; a rise in fees, possibly, for fishing and hunting. You
know, you just think about all the kinds of 1little fees and
little extra taxes that both state government and 1local
government are imposing in these hard times, and then you
picture yourself 1living on $5.15 per hour. Not very doable,
even if you're a college student. And I think that we...that's
another thing I didn't even mention, is the rise...or the raise
in tuition that we've already imposed, that we are most 1likely
going to impose again. I think that Senator Cunningham has a
legitimate point of view, and I understand his concern. But
those...I served on the Business and Labor Committee for 12
years in this body, and those are always the arguments that I
hear. It doesn't matter whether we're having a recessionary
period of a poor economy or what. The arguments are always the
same, and that is that it will increase not only the wages at
the very bottom rung of the ladder, but it will increase those
wages on every other rung of the ladder, and that it will drive
the small business owner out of business. And it never happens.
It just doesn't happen, unless maybe those businesses are
teetering so near the edge that they're going to go out of
business anyway. What happens is, the business owner makes a
practical decision and passes the cost along to the customer.
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