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Senato r F ol e y , I ' m no t su r e abou t yo u r ame n d ment a t t h i s p o i n t ,
what I ' m go i ng t o d o ab o u t i t . I t h i n k i t i s , may b e , a
compromise p o s i t i o n . I d o n ' t pe r so n a l l y wa n t t o d o i t , b u t , y ou
know, at some point in time if it beco mes necessary. I
wasn ' t . . . I r e a l l y wa sn ' t g o i n g t o s pe a k o n t h i s i s su e , b e c au s e I
t hough t t h e r e wo u l d b e p l e n t y o f p e op l e sp e ak i ng i n f a vo r o f
t his issue. A nd I haven't ha d .I have n't he ard ve ry man y
voices besides Senator Foley's and Senator Beutler's speaking in
favor of this issue. And I' ve been listening carefully. And I
b el i e v e t h e r e a r e t wo k i n d s o f ex p e r t s t h a t sh o u l d ha v e a s ay i n
thi s i ssu e . On e i s t h e b u s i ne s s own e r , who i s t h e exp e r t who
has to pay the minimum wage. The second person is the person
who works for the employer and gets the minimum wage. And who' s
s peaking for that expert on this floor? S enator Beutler is a nd
Senator Foley is. And they are talking about the person who has
trouble meeting the kinds of expenses that all of us are having
to face now, rises in all kinds of things: in crease in n a t ural
gas bills are coming very soon for all of us living here in
Lincoln and some other parts of the state; a rise in state p ar k
fees; a rise in f ees, possibly, for fishing and hunting. You
know, you just think about all the k inds o f little fee s and
l i t t l e ex t r a t axes t ha t bot h st a t e gover n ment and l ocal
government are imposing in these hard times, and then you
picture yourself living on $5.15 per hour. Not very doable,
even if you' re a college student. And I think that w e . ..that'8
another t h i ng I d i dn ' t eve n men t i o n , i s t he r i se . . . or t he r ai se
in tuition that we' ve already imposed, that we are most likely
going to impose again. I think that Senator Cunningham has a
l egi t i m at e p o i n t o f v i ew , a n d I und e r s t a n d hi s conce r n . But
those...I served on the B usiness and Labor Committee for 12
years in this body, and those are always the arguments that I
hear. It doe sn't matter whether we' re having a recessionary
period of a poor economy or what. The arguments are always the
s ame, a n d t hat i s t hat i t wi l l i nc r ea s e no t o n ly t he w a ges a t
t he very b o t t o m r ung o f t he l ad d e r , b u t i t wi l l i nc r ea s e t hose
wages on every other rung of the ladder, and that it will drive
the small business owner out of business. And it never happens.
It just doesn't happen, unless maybe those businesses are
t eete r i n g so nea r t he edge t ha t t hey ' r e g o i n g t o go o u t of
business anyway. What happens is, the business owner makes a
practical decision an d pa sses the cost along to the customer.
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