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SENATOR TYSON: Fo r that reason, I d on't su pport e i ther the
Foley amendment or the bill, and I urge you to vote against it.
Thank you .

S ENATOR CUKQ3ACK: Thank you, Senator Tyson. Senator Foley, o n
your amendment to LB 435.

SENATOR FOLEY: Than k you, Nr. President, members. O ne of our
colleagues made the comment that i t 's on l y a bunch of high
school kids w h o are making this minimum wage. Why worry about
it? Those high school kids, the kids wh o are se r ving u s in
restaurants and ret ail establishments, those are the kids that
are trying to make...put aside some money for college.
University o f Neb raska has had back-to-back tuition increases.
T here may be more o n the hori zon, in ligh t of the budg et
situation. And I don 't see any problem with trying to help
t hose k i d s o ut a l i t t l e b i t . Le t t h em m a k e a l i t t l e b i t mo r e .
And I w ish we cou l d leg islate prosperity in this body. We
can' t, obviously. We might wish for that, but we can' t. But we
can legislate a measure of fairness. And the concept of minimum
w age is a time honored concept o f fai rness t h at's been lon g
enshrined in fed eral st atute. And as Senator Beutler had
pointed out earlier, if that minimum wage ha d sim ply kep t up
with inflation, we'd be up close to $8 by now. H e 's not asking
us to go that far, and I'm asking us to go even less. I don ' t
think this is going to cause a loss of jobs anywhere, because I
think the kinds of businesses that are paying minimum wage ar e
businesses that are competing with other businesses that are in
the same wage brackets. They may have to raise their p r ices a
little bit, but so will their competitors. I think it will keep
them on an e ven keel. Ev ery argument that I' ve heard so far
against either my amendment or Senator Beutler's bill is really
an argument against the whole concept of minimum wage. I don' t
agree wi t h t h a t at a l l . I t h i nk we n e e d a mi n i mu m w a ge . I t
ought t o be f a i r . And I t h i nk m y a mendment i s at l east a st ep
in the right direction. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Foley. S enator Schimek,
on the Foley amendment.

SENATOR SCHINEK: Yes . Thank you, Nr. President and members.
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