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perspective that oftentimes l acks on issues like this. But I
t hink w e n eed t o l o o k a t t h e b i g ger p i c t u r e , a n d t ha t i s t o t he
future. A lot of the reasons for this have been addressing the
past a n d t r y i ng t o r i gh t som eth i n g t ha t w as p erc e iv ed to b e a
wrong over th e l a s t f e w ye a r s . But I wan t t o r e f l ec t a l i t t l e
bit on t h e l a r ge r p i c t u r e , a n d th a t is com ments that I enc o unter
along t he way of , you kno w, I l i ke m y j ob , so meone might s ay ,
because the hea l t h b enef i t s . Sec ond i n come earner t a ke s a j ob
mainly f o r t he he a l t h ben e f i t s . I t ' s pr obab l y a go o d t h i ng t ha t
those health benefits are available. Certainly, this bill does
not cover that, but it could make it more difficult for that to
occur. In talking to some very innovative companies, both based
i n m y d i s t r i c t a nd e l se w h e re , o f s t a r t i ng t o l ook a t , ba se d o n
technology, the opportunity to work at home so t hat childcare
isn't necessary and so that the quality of life is more positive
t han c lo c k ing i n a n d out a c r oss t own. T h e f a c t t h a t b e i n g a b l e
t o work at home, how much is t h a t w o r th ? No t h i ng , a c cording t o
this bill. When we look at a very small percentage of Lne work
force that might be making minimum wage, how does this affect
the n umber of j obs out th er e ? How does t hi s af f ec t t he
onslaught of s t u dents want ing jo b s st ar t i n g i n Nay g o i ng t h r o ugh
mid-August? And I t h i nk i t ' s g oo d t o hav e s t ude n ts i n j obs ov e r
t he summer, not o n l y e c onomical ly , b u t s o c i a l l y a s w e l l . I had
the opportunity to spend some time with some folks from Denmark
one t i me . The i r mi ni mum wage i s $ 9 a n hou r . The i r mi ni mu m t a x
bracket is 50 percent. Whe re do we gain with something like
that? Nine dollars an hour sounds great, but w hat's the
u lt imate i m p act ? Nega t i v e, I wou l d s u ggest , b e cause hal f o f
t hat goes d i r e c t l y t o t h e g o vernment . But I t hi nk t hi s i s a
good discussion, something that we need to have, and to bring
out more in f o rmation, b r i n g ou t m o re pe r s pect iv es. And I t hi nk
Senator Cunningham h as very appropriately reflected his
experience, and the front-line experience, certainly, that is
healthy for the body. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Smith. S enator Beutler,
f ol lowed by Senator Redf i e l d a n d o t her s .

SENATOR BEUTLER: Senator Cudaback, members of the L e gislature,
as yo u m ig h t gue s s , I ' m not i n fa vo r o f t he Fo l e y a mendment,
because i t d o e sn' t r e p a i r th e dama ge t hat i s bei ng done t o
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