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2003, l a t e r t hi s yea r ; a n d t h e n t o i nc r e a s e i t one s t e p f u r t he r ,
to $6 . 3 0 an hou r , on A p r i l 1, 200 4 . The s t a t e m in i mum wage at
t he present t i m e i s t he sa me as t h e f e d e r a l m in i mum wage . The
federa l gove r n ment ha s f ai l ed t o i nc r e a s e t h e m i n i mum wage, now
going on six years. In every one of those six years, there has
been substantial inflation, so that those people who most need
the wages are having the purchasing power of those wages eroded
year af t er yea r , wi t h no t hough t , app ar e n t l y , g i ve n b y t he
g overnment t o t h e e f f e ct o f wha t ' s h ap p en i n g , i n c l ud i ng t he
effect on our welfare programs. It is ironic to me that we all
s i t i n t h i s L eg i s l a t u r e an d w e m a k e ce r t a i n d e c i s i o n s ab o ut t he
need for childcare and the need for food stamps and the need for
these va rious pro grams, and we make these decisions based upon
our best judgment of what real n eeds a re, but then we turn
a round a nd a l l o w t h e e c o n o mi c sy st e m t o g i v e wag e s t o t h e l o we r
5 per c en t or so o f o u r p e o p l e t h a t do no t a f f o r d t h em t he
wherewithal to ge t ch ildcare, or to get necessary food, or to
get health insurance. I wish that somehow we could start to see
t h i ng s i n a k i n d o f u n i t y , t h a t t h e p u r p o s e o f g o v e r nm en t an d
welfare should only be to supplement in those rare cases where
the economic system doesn't provide on an ordinary basis enough
for workers to live on. But instead, we seem to want to
continue to subsidize certain businesses, and then by turning
around when their workers can't make enough, and creating these
huge government programs. We need to r educe the government
programs, and one o f the ways we can do this is by insisting
that the economic system provide for everybody at a dec ent
level. I know that there are aspects of the minimum wage law
t hat I kn o w I f or g o t ov e r t i m e , a n d I ' m assu m in g so m e of you
have forgotten, and others of you have never had a chance to be
acquainted with them. So I do want to go over some of t he
material in the Nebraska statutes which I think will answer some
questions for you with regard to the scope and dimensions of
Nebraska's minimum wage law. But even the declaration of intent
is important, because it points out that the purpose of the law
is to provide a wage for workers at levels consistent with their
health , ef f i c i enc y , a n d g e nera l w e ll - be i n g . Wel l , we kn o w most
of t hem don' t e v e n h av e h e a l t h i ns u r a n ce , a n d c a n ' t a f f or d i t .
Efficiency is interesting, because it does relate to the idea of
incent i ve s and t he i de a o f bei n g a b e n e f i t t o bus i n e s s , b e c ause
they have some incentive to work harder, and the general
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