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$ 10 mi l l i o n . That ' s w h e r e we ' re t a l k i n g a b ou t a l ot o f mo n e y .

SENATOR VRTISKA: I understand that. A nd I certainly concur
that this is the idea of the program. And I think it's a
worthwhile effort that you' ve undertaken. And that's why I
s igned o n t o t h e b i l l , an d t h a t ' s why I su pp o r t i t . I t h i n k . . . I
j ust wan t t o c l ar i f y f or t he bo d y a n d mysel f t he f ac t w h e r e t he
money comes from, and if, in fact, if federal would not come
forward, we could continue the program, but it would have to be
more supported by the s tate or the l ocal comnunity or the
county. And that's important to understand. But at this p o int
it's not anything to worry about. But we don't know what the
future brings. But I still agree that there's a savings here,
because of the fact that the cost of incarceration is certainly
much, much, much more than what we' re talking about. So I
support the amendment. I su pport the bill. And with that,
N r. Pr e s i d e nt , t ha n k y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Vrtiska.
P edersen .

SENATOR Dw . PEDERSEN: Thank you, Nr. President, members of the
Legis l a t u r e . I ' m a l i t t l e f r us t r at e d a f t e r r eadi ng t he paper
this morning, and some other things that I' ve...that happened in
the last 24 hours. But I want to talk to drug courts just a
little bit, but mostly about what the last two people just said
about money. Drug courts I have seen save a lot of people from
going to prison. And if you' ve ever been to one o f th em
graduations, to see the success, it's absolutely out of this
world. That I agree with every one of you. And I' ve seen it.
It works. But wh e n we say it's saving $25,000 an inmate, I
don't know where that comes from. Because that prison is full,
and nobody is getting out of it, and we' re putting more in
there, at $25,000 apiece. Don't talk savings to me when we keep
shoving that prison plum full of people, because we' re not
saving a dime. We' re setting up another program that obviously
works, but I do n't see the savings. The Appropriations
Comnittee put the Work Ethic Camp and the juvenile facility back
in their budget because it's a wonderful program. I 'm not
saying i t ' s not a wo n d e r f u l p r o g r am . Bu t t ha t put s t he cos t
right back where it was, and we are short all these hundreds of
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