
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OP THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

LB 454Apri l 14 , 2 0 03

experience to o t ha t any t i m e we st a r t a pr ogr a m t h a t i s f unde d b y
the federal government, the next time, after a year or two, we
find out that money went away, and it becomes an obligation of
t he s t a t e . So I ' m co n c e r ned about w ha t t h e f i na n c i a l ob l i gat i on
is of this program. Can you inform me on that?

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Aguilar, would you respond?

SENATOR AGUILAR: We have had a discussion, you know, in regard
t o t h e f u n d i n g a nd w ha t . . . I wi l l t e l l y ou t ha t t h i s f u n d i ng h a s
been around for seven years. And the reason it's been around
that long is because this program works. The federal government
bel i eves i n i t who l eh e a r t e d l y , an d su p p o r t s i t who l ehe a r t e d l y .
Right now our program has in-house I think a $300,000 grant.
And you know, most o f t he co st com e s f or t he set - up of t he
program. On ce y ou g e t i t se t up , i t ' s no t t h a t e x pe n s i v e t o
maintain. We also have local funding. We a lso have fun ding
from the participants if they can't afford it.

SENATOR D . P E DERSON: We l l , ca n d i d l y , I t h i n k we ' v e s e e n a l o t
of pr og r a ms t ha t t he f e d e r a l g o ve r nme n t i s r e a l l y e n t h u se d
about, but when their finances become slim, then they say, okay,
this is you r resp onsibility. We certainly had that with the
Patr o l . We ' v e h ad t h a t wi t h ma n y f a ce t s o f o u r g o v e r n m e nt . I
think we should just be aware of the fact that when you take on
a program and you talk about $300,000 wor t h o f f ed e r a l
f unds . . . I ' m sure t h a t a l o t o f t h a t i s st a r t - u p mo n e y . . .bu t o n
t he o t h e r ha n d , I t h i n k we sh ou l d j u s t b e awa r e o f t h e f ac t t h a t
we' re bu i l d i ng i n a dd i t i o n a l pr og r am s th a t we u l t i ma t e l y a r e
going to end up having to pay for. Thank you.

SENATOR AGUILAR: Can I have the rest of your time, Senator?

SENATOR D . PEDERSON: Yes . I wo uld give you the balance of my
t i me .

SENATOR CUDABACK: You may have it, Senator Aguilar.

SENATOR AGUILAR: Tha nk yo u , Se n a t o r . I ' d l i k e t o p o i n t o u t
that we' re very much aware of the statement you just made, very
much. But it's also necessary and important to note that this
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