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your l i g h t i s nex t .

SENATOR AGUILAR: Okay . I w ant to clear up a couple...thank
you, Nr. Speaker. I wanted to c lear up a couple things.
Senator Chambers, you ma de the statement that you didn't know
how they could expunge the verdict. You probably know more
about this tha n I do , but the term that they actually use in
that situation is to set aside the plea of guilty. And I do n' t
know if th a t helps you or not. But I wanted to set.. I wanted
to make that clear The other thing...oh. Senator Chambers had
made the statement also that he d idn't un derstand wh y peo p le
hate these people so much that are doing drugs. I want to make
a correction here. I want to make a correction here. I don ' t
think anybody i n volved i n thi s process hates anybody. These
people are professionals that fully understand the problem of
the people on drugs are there because of a disease, a sickness.
A nd all they want to do is get them some help. T hey cannot g e t
them help if they just sentence them to jail. D rug courts give
them another option to get them some help. T h at's what it's all
about . I wan t t o ma k e t ha t c l e a r . I g u e s s I ' l l y i e l d t h e r e st
of my ti m e to Sena tor Chambers, because I'm sure he has some
more q u e s t i on s .

SPEAKER BRONN: Senator Chambers, you' ve been o ffered S e nator
Aguilar's time, three minutes and 30 seconds.

SENATOR CHANBERS: Oh , thank you, Nr. President, members of the
Legislature. Tha nk you, S e nator A g uilar . Senat o r Agu ilar
mentioned the setting aside of a guilty plea. And I would have
t o look at something like that, because if a person is going t o
have a decision by a court set aside, there is a reason that has
to be given. N aybe the guilty plea is set aside because it was
not knowing ly , w i l l i ng l y , or vo l unt ar i l y g i ven . Naybe t he
person did not have the representation by counsel. But to say
that the person completed a program an d the refore th e gu i lty
plea will be set aside, I'm not aware of that. N ow, if they
were going to be put on probation...but that's no t wh a t we ' re
talking about here. If you complete the probation, you still
h ave a guilty verdict on your record. You just didn't go t o
jail. You are n ot put on probation to expunge...and you had
said they don't use the word 'expunge,' because that means you
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