
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OP THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

PLOOR DEBATE

L B 4 5 4Apri l 14 , 2 00 3

t hem about i t ? Ar e t hey p l an n i n g t o d o i t , i f you kno w ?

SENATOR AGUILAR: That if they are forced to do that, their
concern i s t h at so me en t e r p r i s i n g l aw ye r wi l l come al ong and
say, o k a y , t h i s d oe s n ' t e x i s t i n l aw ; y ou c a n ' t p u t my c l i en t i n
jail. There goes your hamner.

SENATOR CH A NBERS: An d J u d ge L u t h e r , b a s ed on wha t y ou
understand , a g r ees w i t h t hi s pr ov i s i o n t h a t ex i s t s i n t he g r een
copy, that a person can be sentenced to jail for a noncriminal
offense? She agrees with that, because she supports the bill.
I s t h a t c o r r e c t ?

SENATOR AGUILAR: She supports the bill. That's correct.

SENATOR CHANBERS: Then I'm going to keep saying about the one
who I think is responsible for it, is a lunkhead. But since I
know it's a woman in it too, she's a lunkhead if she agrees with
this. And that's why I wanted to have those questions with you.
I thought Judge Luther was smarter than that. But it shows that
appearances can be deceiving. Nembers of the Legislature...and
that includes Senator Wehrbein...who want to support something
like this, I should tell you this. This bill is not necessary
for those drug courts to continue to exist. It's not necessary.
They ex is t n o w . The o n l y pu r p ose o f t h i s bi l l i s t o a l l ow t hem
to put a pe rson in jail for a noncriminal offense. And the
r eason I s a y i t ' s hea p i n g p u n i s hment o n p u n i s hment , i f you can
p ut t wo b o xe s i n yo u r m i n d s o t h a t i t wi l l he l p m e e x p l a i n w h a t
I 'm say i ng . I n box A i s t he or i g i n a l c r i m e. You pl e a d gui l t y .
And t h e j udge t el l s yo u, i f you do n o t go i nt o b o x B , w h i c h i s
t his p r o g r am, yo u g o t o j ai l f or t he o f f en s e y o u c o mni t t e d. I f
you go into box B and you take this program, if you fail to
comply . . . an d t h e s t a t u t e d o e s no t s a y w ha t t h at mea n s. . .b u t i f
y ou f ai l t o com p l y , y o u c a n g o t o j a i l f or v i ol at i ng s o meth i n g
i n box B , e v e n t h o ugh i t ' s n ot a cr i m e. An d i f you f a i l t o
comply again, and we take out of box B, then we take you back to
b ox A and send you t o j ai l on t he or i g i n a l c r i m in a l of f en s e .

SPEAKER BRONN: One minute.

SENATOR CHANBERS: No ma tter how muc h people may hate drug
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