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a ppl i c a t i o n. And t hen t hey go be f o r e t hi s boa r d . The bo a r d
c onsi d e r s t h e m. An d t h e n i f t h ey a r e a cc ep t e d , t he y h av e t o
s ign a c o n t r a c t .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: An d . .

SENATOR AGUILAR: And that contract specifically says tha t if
you violate the rules that there will be sanctions, anywhere
from extended counseling, more frequent drug tests, and as a
last result, two or three days in jail.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: So they do know the n when they sign the
contrac t t he r e may b e a p o s s i b il i t y o f j a i l t i me i f t hey ar e no t
responsive i n so me way?

S ENATOR AGUILAR: Absolutely. And they are in no way forced t o
sign that contract. It is specifically of their free will.
They are v o l u n t a r i l y ask i n g t o j o i n t hi s pr og r a m so t hat t hey
can get the help they need that they cannot get in jail.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Okay. And when you and I talked a minute ago,
I wan t e d t o c l a r i f y t h a t . Bu t n ow I ' m wo n d e r i n g . . . I k n ow t ha t
these are oftentimes meth users and hard to break addiction kind
of d rug u s e r s . And so I r ea l i ze you got t o have a t ough
program, a tough and good program, to deal with them. But I
guess I ' m go i ng back t o t he f ac t now t ha t t hey have n ' t
necessa r i l y b e e n f o un d gu i l t y b y a cou r t . An d y e t ag a i n , co mi n g
back to the fact that we' re able to sentence them to a day or
t wo or t h r e e i n j a i l . And I ' m n o t su re w e c a n do t hat . I ' m
really struggling with this, Senator Aguilar, because I want to
be suppor t i v e .

SENATOR AGUILAR: We l l , f i r s t o f a l l , I ' d s t a r t o f f by s ay i ng ,
number one, they have pleaded guilty.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Yes, I know, but...

SENATOR AGUILAR: They haven't been sentenced, but..

SENATOR SCHIMEK: . . . t h a t ' s n o t t h e s am e t h i n g .
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