
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CL ERK OF THE L E G ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

L B 4 5 4Apri l 14 , 2 00 3

s ome more and read some more, and hopefully can get a handle o n
what we ' r e r e a l l y t r y i n g t o d o , a nd s t ay wi t h i n t h e b o u n d s o f
t he c o n s t i t u t i o n . Wi t h t h a t , t h an k yo u ve r y mu c h .

SENATOR CUDABACK : Thank you , Sena tor Vrtis ka (Visitors
i n t r o d u c e d . ) On wi t h d i sc u s s i o n o f t h e Be u t l e r a me n dment ,
Senator Foley, followed by Senator Schimek and others.

SENATOR FOLEY: Thank you, Nr. President, members. I want to
pick up where Senator Vrtiska and Senator Chambers were just at,
and that's on page 3, lines 5 and 6. S enator Aguilar, you know,
I ' m a c o s p o n so r o f t he b i l l , I h e l p e d t h e b i l l i n co mm i t t ee ,
v oted t h e b i l l t o a d va n c e . I wa n t t o h e l p t h e b i l l h e r e . I
want this bi l l to go a ll the way to t he Governor's desk.
However, Senator Chambers is making some p r ogress with me on
t ha t p a r t i cu l a r p r o v i s i o n , l i n e s 5 a n d 6 . An d I ' m wo n d e r i n g , d o
we r e a l l y n ee d t h a t ? Ca n ' t we j u s t st r i k e t h a t se n t e n c e ' ? I f
you'd y i e l d .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Aguilar, would you yield?

SENATOR AGUILAR: In my opinion, for what it's worth, we do need
t hat. And I understand what Senator Chambers is a~ying very
clearly. He do esn't think it's necessary. But I' ll say to you
r i gh t he r e o n t h e f l oo r , i f an e n t e r p r i s i ng y ou n g a t t o r n e y wa n t s
t o c h a l l e n g e w h a t ' s ha p p e n i n g i n t h e d r u g co u r t s t o da y , I t h i n k
he'd w i n .

SENATOR FOLEY: It seems to me if someone has a drug problem and
they ' r e g i v e n t he op p o r t u n i t y t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h i s p r og r am,
y ou k n ow, w i t h a l l t h a t ' s k n ow n a b o u t i t a n d a l l t he su c ce s s e s
and so forth, this gives them an opportunity to turn their life
around, have a second chance at life, is the way you desc ribed
i t , w h y i s n ' t t h a t su f f i c i e n t i n c en t i ve ? Why d o we h a v e t o h av e
this extra club ove r their heads threatening them with jail,
e ven when t h e i r g u i l t o r i n n o ce n c e h as n ot b e e n e st ab l i sh e d ?

SENATOR AGUILAR: You know, I'd answer that this way. I mean ,
why i s t h i s d i f f e r en t t h a n wh e n w e p u t a p e r so n on p r o b a t i on ?
I f t h e y v i o l a t e t he t e r ms o f p r o b a t i o n , . . . how do y o u mak e t h em
s tay on p r ob a t i on ? The y k n o w i f t h e y v i o l a t e t h a t , t he y ' r e
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