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sentenced to jail on the original offense. If he or she fails
the drug court, he or she can be sentenced on the original
offense. What Senator Aguilar is asking us to do it forget the
original offense that a person would be sentenced for, let that
person stay 1in drug court, and be sentenced to jail for
violating a provision of the drug court. This is called a drug
court, but it's not a court. They do not have trials. They do
not determine guilt or innocence. There is nobody sentenced in
drug court. Drug...they call it a court, because in Douglas
County, a former judge presided. It is not a court. It does
not adjudicate guilt or innocence. 1It's like a second thumb out
here on the side of the hand. So what Senator Aguilar wants to
have is the option for the court to sentence a person to jail on
the original offense, but also to sentence the person to
short-term jail for violating a provision of the drug court
agreement. That is a punishment for a noncriminal offense. And
that's what it 1is. And I suggest that the members of the
Legislature pay attention to what they know the law is. And I
know people who want this bill will give all kind of emotional
arguments on how they feel and what they want. But the facts
can be gathered from the language of this green copy. And if
people bring a bill and don't understand it, ...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...he or she should just say, I don't know,
instead of trying to misstate what the bill says. If you look
on page 3 of the bill, starting in line 5, the court may impose
short time...short-term jail time or detention as a sanction for
noncompliance of the drug treatment program. Not committing a
crime. Not the original offense. So some of you all may go for
this. But I won't. And I'm going to fight it tooth and nail.
That's why I say, it is a bad bill. It is punishment on top of
punishment. Senator Aguilar, if a person is sentenced to this
short-term jail for not complying with the program, then goes on
to fail the program, he or she can be sent back and punished on
the original offense. That's still hanging there as a hammer.
Isn't that true?

SENATOR AGUILAR: Yes, that's...the discussion has been.
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