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SENATOR AGUILAR: The judge can, yes.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: But the per son, if he or she is eligible,
could request the judge to be allowed to go through drug court
in lieu of going to jail. Is that true?

SENATOR AGUILAR: Ye s . I f t he y me e t c r i t e r i a .

SENATOR CHANBERS: Unde r the law right now, without your bill,
if that person fails to succeed, he or she can be sent back to
the original court to b e sentenced to jail on the original
offense to which he or she pleaded guilty. Isn't that true?

SENATOR AGUILAR: That 's where the question mark is , Sen ator
Chambers. There's disagreement between the judges whether or
not that's actually possible.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: But that is...has no judge eve r sen tenced
a nybody t o j a i l f o r f a i l i ng t h i s dr ug co u r t ? Or nobo d y h a s e v e r
fai l e d i t ' ?

SENATOR AGUILAR: I'm sure people have failed.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: And you don't know of any who have ever been
sentenced t o j a i l ?

SENATOR AGUILAR: I 'm sure they probably have.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: So the judge can sentence them to ja il for
failing the drug court.

S ENATOR AGUILAR: I ' l l j u s t sa y t hey a r e doi ng i t . But whe t he r
or no t t h e y c an d o i t l e ga l l y , I do not k now.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you. Memb ers of the Legislature, I
don't think I can ask my que stions c l early e n ough t o be
understood . And Se n a t o r Agu i l a r i s t r y i ng t o ge t si gna l s f r om
the si d e l i n e . When a j ud ge t a kes a g u i l t y p l e a , t h e j u dge can
sentence that person to jail. The judge can put the person on
probation or send him or her through this drug court. If the
person egregiously v iolates p robation, h e or she can be
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