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your bill impact these existing drug courts, in terms of their
procedures and policies that they' re individually following?
And secondly, would it, put in statute, have any impact on their
grant funding? Because I know also that Douglas County has been
quite successful on their drug court program in securing grant
funding. Wou ld there be any n egative...potential negative
impacts by putting it into statute?

SENATOR AGUILAR: Oh , no t a t a l l . No t a t a l l . I t h i nk i t j u s t
authorizes it that much better. I t verifies it, if you will.
The drug courts itself are proven. I mean, they do work. And
right now, there are some that are different than others. I
don't particularly favor the one...the way they do th e p ro cess
in Douglas County, because it involves so much to do with
probation that it's costly. It's a little more costly than what
the rest of them are. I think the other system has proven that
it's every bit as e fficient, even more so, and less costly.
That's my reasoning behind that.

SENATOR SYNOWIECKI: And I think you understand my c oncern, i s
that these programs are run, they apparently are successful.
You are advocating for these programs. I just...by putting it
in statute, I 'm a little concerned, Senator Aguilar, that we
might be overextending t he sta t e into individually
local-controlled run programs. And the last thing I want to do
is interfere, if you will, with their success. And you can have
t he r es t o f m y t i m e i f you w an t t o add r e s s i t .

SENATOR AGUILAR: I would say the local c ontrol...I understand
your concern. But the lo cal control is s till under the
jurisdiction of the Supreme Court. So I mean, they' re not going
to do anything to jeopardize what's going on as far as...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

S ENATOR AGUILAR: .. .their funding is concerned. As far as th e
funding concern, that is based on the success of the program
As long as that program keeps proving itself successful, that' s
going to be there. As far as I know, that's the only criteria
for receiving that.
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