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a...kind of a drug court situation is not having on your record
a conviction for drug usage, illegal drug usage. And you had
commented, Senator, t hat some of these pro grams are
p ost-ad j u d i c a t i o n , af t e r you ' r e f ou n d c o n v i c t e d . Can y o u h e l p
e nl i g h t e n m e o n w h a t t he b en e f i t i s ?

SENATOR AGUILAR: That's right. The way that wo rks, Se nator,
is, first of all, to go back to the beginning, the defendant or
participant has to plead guilty. O nce they plead guilty and
they are admitted into the program, they follow the rules and
t hey go t h r o ugh i t f or 18 m o n t hs , o r w h a t e ve r t h e s p e c if i c t i me
frame is, they go to a graduation process. When they graduate,
t hey have . . . t h e i r cha r g e i s expu n g ed , j us t dr ops f r om t hei r
r ecord . And t hat ' s ano t h e r o n e o f t he be a u t i e s o f t hi s . You
know, somebody can make a m i s t ak e i n t he i r l i f e by choos i n g t o
u se d r u g s . Bu t t h en t he y ha v e t h e op p o r t u n i t y t o mak e i t g o
away, i f you w i l l , by c l ean i n g u p t he i r ac t .

SENATOR SYNOWIECKI : Ok ay . Th i s i s n ' t un i f o r m , t h ou g h , r i g h t ,
S enato r ? Because I k n ow Do ug l a s Co u n t y d o e s i t a b i t
differently. It's not post-conviction, it's a true div ersion
program, from my workings with that program.

SENATOR AGUILAR: You ' re referring to the Douglas County Drug
Court, which is indeed a true d iversion p rogram. T he other
courts aren't set up quite that way.

SENATOR SYNOWIECKI: Which , on the Douglas County scheme, the
c harge i s d i smi s se d . Now , I ' m n o t an a t t o r n ey . Bu t f r om wh a t I
understand, the judiciary, the judges cannot expunge or vacate a
j udicial sentence. How do these other j u risdictions ge t awa y
with that constitutionally?

SENATOR AGUILAR: Y ou' re asking me a legal question, and I can' t
answer. But I will find an answer for you.

SENATOR SYNOWIECKI: Oka y. Sen ator Aguilar, it appears that
Cheyenne, Douglas, Lancaster, and central Nebraska ha ve
d i f f e r en t pr oce d u r es , d i f f er e n t sch emes, d i f f er e n t a p p r o aches,
a nd f r o m e v e r y t h i n g I ' v e h e a r d , t h a t t h ey a r e su c c e s s f u l . I
know Douglas County appears, anyway, to be successful. How will
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