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Norris Legislative Chamber. Senators, the afternoon session is
about to reconvene. Please check in. Record please, Nr. Clerk.

CLERK: I have a quorum present, Nr. President.

SENATOR CVDABACK: Thank you, Mr. Clerk. Mr . Clerk, where were
w e when we r e cessed f o r l un c h ?

CLERK: Nr. President, discussion of LB 45 4 had co aanenced.
Senator Aguilar had opened on his bill. I have no amendments at
t hi s t i m e .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Okay . Thank you . The s peaking order for
discussion of the advancement of LB 454, Senator Chambers, then
S enator Aguilar. Sen ator Chambers. S enator Chambers? I'm
sorry . I ' m sor r y . You t ur n e d y o u r l i ght o f f . I ' m sor r y .
Senator Agu i l a r .

SENATOR AGUILAR: Thank you, Nr. President, members of the body.
I wanted to go back and address a couple of the questions that
were asked earlier. I think the first one was asked by Senator
Chambers, which was, you know, can a drug court actually put a
person i n j a i l be f or e t hey ' r e conv i c t e d? I n t he Cent r a l
Nebraska Drug Court, when a person agrees to drug court rules,
they also plead guilty to the charges. So the co urt's...the
drug court's sanctions come into play after they plead guilty,
but be f o r e s e n t e n c i ng . I f t he pa r t i c i pa n t dr o p s o u t of t he dru g
court, they simply go back to court for the sentencing on the
original charges. This person is asking for a second chance in
life. They read and agree to the drug court rules ahead of
time. That includes a sanction of, say, three days in jail for
failing a drug test. That sanction only comes into play after
the number of drug tests are increased, the counseling sessions
are increased, and the judge feels it is a last resort. This
program is voluntary. And I stress that word, ' vo lun t a r y . ' I f
t he de fendant want s t o g e t of f dr u g s s o b a d t h a t t he y w i l l agr ee
to three days in jail because they had a dirty UA, who are we to
tell them no? I think it's so important, so important that they
have t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y . I t i s a seco n d c h ance i n l i f e . And I
feel i t ' s a br ea k . I t ' s not l i ke any b ody i s go i n g af t er an y b ody
to unduly punish them. It's a second chance to try to get their
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