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court . I app l a u d t he i r un p r e c edente d col l abo r a t i v e ef f or t i n
the Central N ebraska Drug Court. The United States Department
of Justice has been encouraging the development of drug courts
for over a de cade now, and they provide funding, training and
technical assistance. At the end of the program, there's a
little ceremony they call a graduation. I' ve been to a drug
court graduation and have seen the gratefulness of the
p art i c i p a n t s , t he sat i s f ac t i on of t he f ace of t he j ud g e t h a t
knows he or she has helped someone get their life back on track,
and the smiling officer in the corner who knows drug court
g raduates ar e f a r l ess l i ke l y t o be i n han d c u f f s a g a i n a n y t i m e
soon. The defendants referred to a d rug court program are
formerly... tully informed of all the rules of the drug court
before par t i c i p a t i ng . I f t hey c h oose not t o par t i ci p a t e , t hey
are pr o s ecuted b y t r ad i t i on a l m eans. I t ' t he p a r t i c i p a nt d r o ps
out of th e p r o g ram, they w i l l b e ref e r r ed b ac k t o t r adi t i on a l
prosecut i o n met h o ds. As f ar as t he mech a n i c s o f t he bi l l ,
LB 454 is very similar to the original drug court bill that we
debated last session. Last ye ar's bills made it to Final
Reading, but because of an error on an amendment relating to the
budget i s s ue , I w as f o r c e d t o pu l l t he b i l l at t he l as t mi nut e .
This year we do not have that particular amendment to worry
about . Th i s b i l l is i mp r ov ed a b i t f r om l as t yea r be c a u se t h e r e
are two sections added at the request of Supreme Court Justice
Wright . The f i r s t i s a nond i s c r i m i n a t i o n c l a u s e r e l at i n g t o t he
application process of a drug court. The second revision is to
the bail bond statute to allow a drug court judge to add t he
rules of the drug court program, such as no further drug use, as
a condition of bond. LB 454 is a cost-saving measure. Here' s
why. It costs about $22,000 to incarcerate a person for a year.
It costs $1,577 to have them on ISP, or intensive supervised
probation, that m a y or may not include drug treatment. It is
estimated to cost $1,300 to $1,600 to put a p erson through a
drug court program for a year, including drug treatment. The
best pa r t : t he p ar t i c i pa n t p a y s a sh a r e o f t he cos t s . Le t me
say that again. The defendant or drug court participant is
requi red t o p a y p a r t o f t he co s t of t hei r t r eat me n t and dr ug
court participation unless they absolutely cannot afford, but no
one is turned away because of the l ack of ability to pay.
LB 454 has no fiscal impact to the s tate and General Fund
because the conanunity team in c harge of the drug court is
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