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SPEAKER BRONN: Now, Senator Aguilar, you' re recognized to open.

SENATOR AGUILAR: Nr . Speaker and mem b ers, cr owded jai ls,
crowded court dockets, too much substance abuse, we talk a lot
about these issues. A specialized court, called a drug court,
can help with all these problems. Fo r those of my colleagues
who are not familiar with the drug court, let me give you a
brief explanation. And for my colleagues who are familiar with
the concept, I ask your indulgence. A drug court is a program
within a court that addresses the needs of substance-abusing,
nonviolent of f en d e rs . I t i s i n t ens i vel y sup e r v i s e d b y a j udg e ,
a supervising officer, and the drug court administrator, along
with the prosecution and defense attorneys, a substance abuse
treatment provider, employer or school, family members, and
other comnunity service providers. T his is a 12- to 18-month
program, ke eps an a d u l t de f en d ant i n t he i r cona nuni t y , ge t t i ng
treatment and getting their life on track. Program time for
youth of fenders i s 9 t o 12 mo n t h s . St ud i es have show n dr ug
c ourt pr og r ams t o be ex t r aor d i n a r i l y e f f ec t i v e . Gr ad u a t e s o f
these programs have a recidivism rate of only 4 to 5 pe rcent.
Drug testing, treatment, keeping a job or staying in school and
staying clean are mandatory rules of the drug court program.
Problems that arise are addressed imnediately with consequences.
This imnediacy of consequences is one reason the program works.
That's very important, a very important point in this, and we' ll
talk to this in detail because good Senator Chambers has already
advised me he ' s c o ming a f t e r t hi s b i l l and t hi s i s one of t he
reasons why and this is where we come to disagreement. I' ll try
to explain it and then I'm sure he' ll explain more eloquently
and in his own words. Frequent drug tests are a mainstay of all
d rug courts. If a participant fails a drug test they can b e
ordered to submit to m ore frequent testing, more drug abuse
counsel i ng , o r ev e n a l i mi t ed t i m e i n j ai l . I n an adu l t dr ug
c ourt or det en t i on i n a j uveni l e dr u g c o u r t t he j ud g e d e c i d e s
what consequences to use. E ach drug court is designed using
local re sou r c e s , so ea c h o ne i s a l i t t l e d i f f er ent . I n cen t r al
Nebraska, the sheriffs departments, the State Patrol, local
police department, public defenders, county attorneys, the
courts and the substance abuse treatment providers of three
counties have collaborated to develop and administer their drug
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