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i n t h e a ge i n wh i c h i nd i v i d u a l s ca n op e r a t e a b oa t . Co u l d b e
s ix . Th e r e ' s n o l aw g ov e r n i n g t h a t . Tha t wa s a n ov e r s i g h t i n
the original bill that was passed years ago. We ' re correcting
that. We ' re also talking about cooperation. One of the things
that I' ve heard Senator Bourne stand o n this floor and rail
about early in th is ses sion i s we need to have an efficient
government, we need to have a streamlined government. I agree.
Port i o n s o f t h i s b i l l a c c om p l i sh t h a t , a nd t ha t i s e ns u r i n g t h a t
t he i n ve s t i g a t i o n s t h a t t ak e p l a ce i n t h e r e su l t o f a d ea t h ,
fatality or serious injury are streamlined, not only for the
s ake o f g ov e r n m en t e f f i c i e n c y , b u t f o r t h e sa k e o f f a i r n e s s f o r
t he i n d i v i d ua l h a r med, o r bei n g b r o u gh t u p o n c h a r ge s t o ensur e
t hat t he pr op er j udi c i al p r oce ss i s car r i ed ou t . Sena t or
Hudkins' bill talks about setting standards in place for decibel
levels by airboats; had a public hearing, just like LB 348.
Senator Wehrbein's bill changes the word 'may'...or ' sha l l ' t o
'may;' public hearing; came out . I napp r o p r i a t e? I doub t i t .
Do no t l i ke t he t i mi n g? We can w o r k t h r o ugh t h a t . I agr ee .
But wha t I u n de r . . .wh a t I hea r i s , i s t h a t , we l l , I ' m n o t su r e
what I t h i n k , so I ' m g o i ng t o op p o s e i t . I d o n ' t t h i n k t h a t ' s
f ai r t o m e. I d o n ' t t h i n k t ha t ' s f a i r t o Se n a t o r Hu dk i n s o r
Senator W e h r b e i n , b e c ause I ' m w i l l i ng t o w o r k w i t h yo u . I f you
w ant t o t a ke t h e b o at e r e d u ca t i o n o u t , f i ne . We o b v i o u s l y c an ' t
do that in our process. Let me share with yo u a litt le bit
about w ha t g o e s o n i n t h e re s t of t h e wor l d . Ut ah , . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR ERDMAN: . . .72 pe r cen t dec r e a s e i n acc i den t s af t er
i mplementing m a n da t or y educ a t i o n. B oat registration h a s
increased 30 percent. That's mandatory. T h at's all ages.
W e' re not t al k i n g a b ou t p i ck i n g a n a rb i t r a ry num b e r . I f you
want it to be 21 , I' ll work with you. Virg inia, 43 percent
decrease in accidents after implementing mandatory education;
New Jersey, the sa me percent; Kansas, the same percent. After
implementing mandatory education at Lake Hastings, there were no
r eported a c c i d e nt s a nd , mos t i m p o r t a n t l y , no c i t at i on s . What
we' re proposing h ere works. It 's been proven to work. Those
who make the boats are supportive of it. Thos e who ride the
boats are supportive of it, i f yo u l ook at the committee
amendment...or committee statement. Thank you, Mr. President.
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