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d iscus s i t . We ha v e h a d i n pu t b y v a r i o u s a f f e c t e d i n d i v i d u a l s
and o r g a n i z a t i o n s r ep r e s e n t i n g t hose i nd i v i d u a l s , a n d i n t hi s
last hearing we had members, members of the Airboaters
Association who testified in support of that bill, and we had
o the r f am i l y m e mbe rs , i n d i v i d ua l s , who we r e c on c e r n e d a b o u t t h e
safet y i s su e s o n t h e l a k e s . We ha v e h ad a l o t o f i np u t . I f we
were t o r e t u r n t h e b i l l n ow a nd t h e n r e a dv a n c e t he b i l l , t h e r e
will be ample opportunity for anyone who has a concern to come
back and let us know that concern. We c an still addr ess it .
This, if it 's adopted, doesn't automatically make it into law.
There w i l l s t i l l b e a no t h e r o pp o r t u n i t y f o r Fi n a l Re a d i ng o n i t
once again if you have concerns or need some additional input.
But as our water bodies become more and more c ongested, a s we
have more and more boats and private water...personal watercraft
o n t h e wa t e r b o d i e s , wi t h ou t r e a l r eg u l a t i o n , r i g h t n o w a
legal l y b l i n d per s o n c o u ld o p e r a te a mo t o r b o a t . They do n ' t have
t o p as s a n y t e s t t o o p e r a t e t h a t mo t o r b o a t . Th e y ca n g o ou t an d
drive , n o t t hat a l egal l y b l i nd per s o n i s go i ng t o be a bad
d r i v e r , b u t y o u mi g h t t h i n k t h e r e s ho u l d be so me s i gh t
limitations on who handles a motorboat or a personal watercraft.
I t i s i mp o r t a nt t h a t we h av e so m e k i n d o f l i c en s i ng p r o ce s s , I
t h i nk , f o r t h e sa f e t y a n d we l l - b e i ng o f ev e r yb o d y t h a t ' s o n t h e
water . I n ad d i t i o n , i n g o i n g t o a b o a t e r e d u ca t i on c l a s s , t h e
charge would be a max imum of $10. It may be free. T here may
not be any charge, and if there were a charge, $10 maximum is a
real value. A nd even if you' re an experienced boater, anybody
t ha t t a k es a r e f r e sh e r c o u r se i n ev e r y t h i ng , we r eq u i r e do c t o r s
t o go f or con t i nu i n g e d u c a t i o n t r ai n i n g , w e r e q u i r e v i r t ua l l y
any organization, CPAs, everybody that's got a license has some
r equi rement I bel i eve f or some k i nd of cont i nu i n g e d u c a t i o n
courses, teachers, the list goes on and on. T o go through a
short course refresher of safety and safety issues by someone
who operates a boat should not be l ooked at a s something
negat iv e bu t a s an opp o r t u n i t y t o bec ome f a mi l i a r wi t h b oa t i n g
laws, to understand some of the safety issues that are th ere,
and maybe to gain some knowledge in how to pass that information
on t o ot her par t i cul ar l y y oun g p e op le w ho t h e y m ay be t e a c h i n g
in how to operate these watercrafts and how to operate them in
the most safe fashion that they can do. So it can certainly be
t o t h e i r b e ne f i t . Th e b i l l s , I t h i nk , h av e b e e n t h r ou g h a
number o f d i s cu ss i o n s a nd i n t h i s i n s t a n ce I d o t h i nk , t h o ug h
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