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i ndemni f y i n g t h em a g a i n st t h e i r n e g l i ge n c e . Now , whe n Se na t o r
Stuhr says if she goes to her doctor, she would not indemnify
her d o c t o r a g a i n st an y n e g l i ge n ce , I do n ' t t h i n k . She wo u l d n o t
t el l he r d o ct o r , i f y ou a r e ne g l i g e nt , I ' m n o t g o i n g t o t a k e a ny
r ecourse against you. She would also not tell her doctor, a n d
i f t he r e ' s a ny l i t i g a t i on r e su l t i n g f r om m y v i s i t i n g wi t h y ou
that I will pay for it; e ven if you ' re sued, I w ill stan d
r espons i b l e f o r t h e co s t o f t h a t l i t i g a t i o n . Sh e wo u l d n o t do
that, nor would any of the rest of us do that And y et , that' s
what we' re doing in the authority that we' re granting to the
public power d istrict to enter int o this ag re ement. This
agreement isn't j ust entered into by the board, a duly-elected
b oard , a n d an o t h e r en t i t y . We ' r e g r a n t i n g s t a t u t o r y au t h o r i t y
to enter i nto an indemnification agreement. We as a body are
d oing t h e i nd e m n i f i ca t i o n , a nd t h a t i nd em n i f i c a t i o n p o t e n t i a l l y
i nc l u de s t he c o st s o f a n y l i t i g a t i o n , d e f e n d i n g c l a i m s b y t h i r d
parties, or p rosecuting claims against third parties, a nd that
shall all si mply be cons idered c o sts of operation, costs of
opera t i o n t h a t t h e n g e t s h i f t ed b a ck t o t he c i t i ze ns a n d t he
ratepayera o f Nebraska. Ny am en dment does limit that. And
Senato r N i n e s w a s ab s o l u t e l y co r r e c t i n h i s d e sc r i p t i on . My
amendment wou l d s i mp l y sa y t h a t i t do e s n o t au t h o r i ze
r eimbur sement o f a ny co st r e l a t e d t o p r o se c u t i ng o r de f e nd i ng
any claims by such entity against the state of Nebraska or any
of its political subdivisions, which would certainly include
Nebraska Public P ower District. The b ill can be pulled back.
The amendment can be attached, if the body so desires. T here' s
s till time t o pass this. It do esn't hold up the process. I t
doesn't prevent NPPD from entering into the agreement. In a
week or two, this can be back on Final Reading and it moves
along . B ut t hi s , at l eas t , do e s s ome l i m i t i n g o f t he pot ent i al
l i ab i l i t y t hat we cou l d b e s a d d l i n g t h e r at e p ay er s o f N e b r a ska
with, and that's what I'm asking you to consider. I'm as king
you to return the bill for this specific amendment to limit that
liability exposure, and when a contract is finalized, at least
it's with thi s und erstanding t ha t we wou l d n o t b e t h a t
additionally liable fo r the se expe nses due to litigation.
T hat's what I'm ask ing yo u to do . I think it 's fai rly
s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d . I ap o l og i ze f o r i t b e i n g o n F i na l Re a d i n g , bu t
isn't that t he pu r p o s e o f t h r e e r e ad i n g s ? I s n ' t t h a t t h e way
our system w as des i gned s o that if you ge t add itional
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