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the contract, but at this point it's in the draft contract and
it's pretty clear NNC would shift all costs, all costs,
litigation, anything that would apply, directly to the
ratepayers of Nebraska Public Power District. That's my
c oncern . I don ' t t hi nk t hat t he Le g i s l a t u r e s h o u l d c o n done t h a t
and go down this path, at least without my b ringing some of
these things to your attention, having them in the record, and
giving members of this body one last opportunity to think about
what they' re going to vote on prior to voting on it. I would
hope that you could support the return to Select File to adopt
t he amendment t ha t w o u l d , at l ea st i n a sm a ll wa y , l i m it so m e o f
t he l i ab i l i t y t ha t t h i s b i l l h a s t h e po t e n t i a l t o ex p o se t h e
citizens of Nebraska to. And that's the purpose o f my , once
again , d r a wi n g y o u r a t t en t i o n t o i t , t h e p u r p o s e o f t h i s
amendment, and the reason that I stand before you t o day, o n a
Friday, on Final Reading, at a time when you may very well want
to be doing something else and moving on. Thank you very much.

SPEAKER BRONN: Thank you, Senator Preister. Senator Nines.

SENATOR MINES: Tha nk you, Mr. Speaker. Membe rs, just last
night I had the opportunity to review the contract that Senator
Preis te r h a s b ee n t al k i n g a b o u t . Cl ear l y , i t ' s a boi l er p l at e
c ont r a c t a n d i t d i d me n t i on W isc o n s i n r a t h e r t h an Ne b r a s k a , an d
I'm sure those details can be worked out. The concern I have,
and I think the...let me back up . The timing probably of
S enator Preister's amendment isn't the best but, o n the o the r
h and, I t h i n k i f t h o se i n t h i s bo d y a l l ha d a n o pp o r t u n i t y t o
read th e contract you wouldn't personally sign it .
Indemnification is a very serious matter and it's problematic.
Wholesale indemnification is very problematic. I'm sure we all
in this body want Nebraska Public Power's Cooper Nuclear Station
to operate efficiently and provide a very long-term and
product i ve l i f e p r ov i d i n g p o w er t o g r ea t e r Nebr as k a . Wha t I
find is that we p robably need to review and return to Select
File f o r d i scus s i o n i s t he l egal i ndem n i f i cat i o n. As an
example, if NNC is...happens to be sued by the Nuclear Regular
Commission for violations, the ratepayers of Nebraska would pay
for that. Un der the contract that I saw, if NNC would sue the
N uclear Regu l a t o r y Cceanission f o r a n y o b s t a c l e s o r an y th i n g t ha t
may happen, the ratepayers of Nebraska pay for that. All
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