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FLOOR DEBATE

LB 4 6Apri l 1 0 , 2 0 03

s ta t e w i d e p o l i cy . . . t o su gg e s t a s t a t e wi d e p o l i c y t ha t wo u l d s av e
prison beds for the worst of the worst. Let me share this with
you. In 2001, 64 percent of, or a total of 15 4 p robation
offenders were sen tenced t o prison . And 74 percent, or 933
offenders were sentenced to jail as a r e sult o f what we are
describing in LB 4 6 as tech nical parole violations. Courts
construe current statutes to require a formal hearing each time
any additional probation requirements are imposed by the court.
A nd therefore the law d oes no t g ive pro bation o f ficers t h e
discretion to handle technical violations without going through
a formal violation process. LB 46 is tryin g to p rov ide a
s ta t e w i d e mo d el t h a t wo u l d b e mo r e e f f i c i e n t , mo r e e f f e c t i v e ,
and less costly in sanctioning probationers committing technical
v io l a t i o n s t h a n wha t t h e cu r r e n t l aw i s doi n g , a n d c e r ta i n l y not
returning so many...or, sending so many to prison or to ja il.
G iven t he out l i ne of t he mod e l i n t he s t at u t e , t he p r o b a t i o n
adminis t r a t i o n w o u l d , b y r u l es a n d r egu l at i on s , pu t i n p l ace
more s pecific processes and procedures for the probation
officers which they would be required to follow. That' s, again,
in further evidence, as far as we' re concerned, in support of
the amendment. And I urge its adoption. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: D id you w ish to close, or are you waiving
close, Senator Brashear? He waives the opportunity to close on
AM1263 to LB 46. The question before the body is, shall AM1263
be adopted? A l l i n f avo r vo t e ay e , o p p o sed n ay . We ' r e v ot i ng
on adoption of the Brashear amendment, AM1263 to LB 46. H ave
you al l vot e d who c a r e t o ? Reco r d p l e a se , Mr . C ler k .

ASSISTANT CLERK: 2 6 a y e s , 1 n a y o n t h e a do p t i o n o f Se na t o r
Brashear's amendment, Mr. President.

SENATOR CUDABACK: The amendment was adopted. Mr . Clerk, next
i tem t o t h e b i l l , LB 4 6 .

A SSISTANT CLERK: Senator Synowiecki would move t o am en d w it h
AM1217. (Legislative Journal page 1231.)

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Synowiecki, you' re recognized to open
o n you r a m e ndment , A M 1 217 t o L B6 4 6 .
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