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territories. At the pr esent time, 41 states have passed and
signed this compact legislation into law, including all of the
states surrounding Nebraska. The existing parole and probation
interstate compact, which Nebraska does belong to, was created
in 1937. As you are well aware, there are many more offenders
today and th ey are much more mobile than in 1937. The reasons
for needing a more updated compact agreement are many but they
include limited knowledge of who is moving, where and when they
are going, limited agreement between states as to what
supervision e n tails, limited ability to n otify victims,
c ommuni t i e s , a n d l a w e n f o r c e men t o f f i c i a l s a b ou t t h e mo v e ment o f
offenders, and limited ability t o enf orce co mpliance, i f it
becomes necessary. There are over 4 m il lion of fenders on
probation and parole in the United States today, and it is
estimated that 250,000 of them will cross state lines this year.
Managing these offender populations has become increasingly
complex, as state and local governments are passing measures
dealing with special offender and high-risk groups, such as
registration of sex o ffenders and notification to victims
regarding offender loc ations. In the past few years, several
states have created individual interstate s upervision c riteria
that are not consistent with the existing law, thereby negating
a coamon agreement between states. This led to the Council of
State Governments involvement in a nationwide effort to develop
a workable alternative, the I nterstate Compact for Adul t
Offender Supervision, that is pending before us . It is
important that probation and parole be able to sati sfy
compliance r equirements, track the location of offenders,
smoothly transfer supervision authority, and when necessary
return offenders to the or'ginating jurisdictions. Interstate
activity involving offenders must be governed by public policies
that ensure equity and justice for all involved parties,
including victims of crimes. It is hoped that the new compact
law will equip states with reliable data regarding how many of
their offenders are being supervised in other states, and how
many they are supervising for the other states. One of the
problems in developing a central system of probation and parole
supervision is that these departments a re org anized so
di f f e r e n t l y . Some st at e s have bot h pr obat i on and pa r ol e
supervision within the Department of Corrections. Some , l ike
Nebraska, have parole within the Department of Corrections, but
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